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The Book of Life 
By Fred Cowell 


PON the golden seashore sand 
I wrote my name one day; 
The waves came in and when they left 
My name had passed away. 


Upon the shifting sands of time 
Men write their names today 

But when eternal years roll in 
Their names will pass away. 


Upon the spotless Book of Life 
God wrote my name one day; 

Eternal years can never take 
That God-penned name away. 


My name is there forever 
Through all God’s endless Day; 
For He who died to write it there- 
Has put it there to stay. 


“€ 
George Muller on Bible Study 


“In the beginning God” is a phrase 
that should describe the opening of 
every day for the Christian. “Whilst 
I was staying at Nailsworth (1841),” 
wrote George Miiller, “it pleased the 
Lord to teach me a truth... . I saw 
more clearly than ever that the first 
great and primary business to which I 
Ought to attend every day was to have 
my soul happy in the Lord... , Before 
this time my practice had been, at least 
for ten years previously, to give myself to 


prayer after dressing myself in the morn- 
ing. Now I saw that the most important 
thing I had to do was to give myself 
to the reading of the Word of God and 
to meditation on it that thus my 
heart might be comforted, encouraged, 
warned, reproved, instructed, and that 
thus, by means of the Word of God, 
whilst meditating on it, my heart might 
be brought into experimental com- 
munion with the Lord. I began there- 
fore to meditate on the New Testament 
from the beginning early in the morn- 
ing. The first thing I did, after having 
asked in a few words the Lord’s bless- 
ing upon His precious Word, was to 
begin to meditate on the Word of God, 
searching as it were into every verse 
to get blessing out of it, not for the 
sake of the public ministry of the Word, 
not for the sake of preaching on what 
I had meditated upon but for the sake 
of obtaining good for my own soul... . 
Does anyone ask me what is the best 
way of reading the Scriptures? In the 
first place, in order to have a deeper 
acquaintance with the Scriptures, it is 
absolutely needful that you read the 
whole in course, regularly through... . 
Let me affectionately urge those who 
have not done so, to begin the Old Tes- 


tament from the beginning, and the 
New Testament from the beginning; at 
one time reading in the Old, and at an- 
other time in the New Testament; keep- 
ing a mark in their Bible to show how 
far they have proceeded. Why is it 
important to do this? There is a 
special purpose in the arrangement 
of the Scriptures. They begin with 
the creation of the world and close 


with the end of the world... 
When you come to this blessed Book, 
the great point is to come with 


a deep consciousness of your own igno- 
rance, seeking on your knees the help 
of God, that by His Spirit He may gra- 
ciously instruct you. If you do not un- 
derstand some portions, be not discour- 
aged, but come again and again to God, 
and He will guide you by little and 
little, and further instruct you in the 
knowledge of His will. And with an 
increasing knowledge.ef God obtained 
in a prayerful, humble way, you will 
receive, not something which simply 
fills the head, but something which ex- 
ercises the heart, and cheers, comforts, 
and strengthens.” 





From “George Miiller, the Modern Apostle 
of Faith,” by F. G. Warne (Revell, 1898, out 
of print). 


Old and New Advice on Bible Reading 


Translated from the German by the late Ernest Gordon 


I. 

OHAN ARNDT died in 1621, the 
a year after the Pilgrim Fathers 
landed in Plymouth. He wrote a 
book, greatly used of God in Germany, 
called “The House Book of True Chris- 
tianity.” This has its message for today. 

Thus: 
“God has not revealed Holy Scripture 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“Wherefore gird up the loins 
of your mind, be sober, and hope 
to the end for the grace that is 
to be brought unto you at the 
revelatien of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 
1:13). 














thereto that it should remain as dead 
letter on paper. It should, rather, be- 
come living in us, in spirit and belief, 
making of us an inwardly wholly new 
man. Otherwise Scripture profiteth us 
nothing. For example, examine the 
story of Cain and Abel and thou wilt 
find in the two brothers what is in thy- 
self, namely, the old and new man with 
all their works. Both are contrary to 
one another, for Cain always wants to 
oppress and strangle Abel. 

“The Flood must happen within thee 
and drown all evil tendencies of the 
flesh. Believing Noah must be kept 
within thee, for God wants to make a 
new covenant with thee and thou with 
Him. Thou must, with Abraham, go 
out from all thy friendships, leave all, 
and walk alone in the will of God in 
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order to receive the blessing and to en- 
ter into the promised land of the King- 
dom of God. Thou must, as Abraham 
also, strive against five kings, those 
which are in thee—flesh, world, Devil, 
sin, and death. Thou must, with Lot, 
flee out of Sodom and Gomorrah, deny 
the ungodly life of the world, and not 
look back as Lot’s wife did. In sum, 
God has established the whole Holy 
Scripture in the Spirit and in belief and 
it must be realized in these spiritually. 

“Nay more, the whole New Testament 
must be altogether within thee and press 
with insistence into thee, since Luke 
17:21 saith, ‘the kingdom of God is 
within thee.’ Because I am made of 
Christ into a new creature, I must live 
and walk in Him. I must suffer with 
Him and in Him; with Him and in Him 
walk humbly, facing the scorn of the 
world, in patience and gentleness; with 
Him forgive my enemies and do the will 
of the Father; with Him be tempted of 
Satan and also overcome Satan; with 
Him, for the truth’s sake, be ridiculed, 
despised, and attacked and, if it is so 
determined, suffer death for Him as all 
the saints have, as a witness that He 
is in me and I in Him and have so 
lived in faith.” 

II 


Coming to our own time, we have the 
useful German evangelist, Ernst Moder- 
sohn, who has published a book of 
meditations entitled, “From My Home 
Medicine Chest.” The following illus- 
trates his insight: 

“There are two kinds of Bible read- 
ing. The first brings with it/little profit; 
the other, rich fruit to the inner life. 
What is the first? ; 

“One reads a chapter in a series, when 
going through the Bible. One, so to 
speak, takes the Bible in hand and reads 
aloud to God that which He has long 
known. If after such chapter reading 
it were asked, ‘What profit has the read- 
ing brought?’ I would find difficulty in 
answering. ‘I have read my chapter 
and done my duty.’ If I have not said 
just that, it would be what I thought. 
Many think of Bible reading as a good 
work to be done, a Christian duty to 
be fulfilled. 

“A real, and permanent blessing from 
such Bible reading I did not get. Then 
I happened on the advice that Pfarrer 
Hoffmann, of the Diaconess House in 
Stuttgart, gave to his Sisters. He wrote 
them that they should always read the 
Bible with a question mark, with the 
interrogation of self-examination. They 
should ask, after a verse or a passage, 
‘Have I that? Do I know that? Am I 
doing that?’ 

“I noted that and followed his coun- 
sel. At once my Bible reading became 
something wholly’ different, more 
blessed and more fruitful. I no longer 


take Bible in hand and read to God. 
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Now He takes the Bible and reads to 
me. 

“For when I asked, ‘Am I that which 
is there written?’ it was as if the Word 
of God with accusing eyes looked on me 
and said, ‘So long since your conver- 
sion and are you not yet that?’ It was 
not the Word that spoke with me. It 
was God Himself who spake through 
the Word. Without kriowing or wishing 
it, I passed into prayer and said: ‘Ach! 
Lord. Forgive me that I am not as I 
should be, that I have not that which 
Thou hast for me. Ach! Lord give me 
what I lack” 

“Thus there arose a dialogue with 
the Lord. He spake to me through the 


Word and I spake to Him in prayer. 


And I was blessed, for I recognized my 
needs and asked Him for His supply 
of them. 

“May I give one example of what I 
mean by this Bible reading with a ques- 
tion mark? 

“I came in my reading to 1 Peter 2:7, 
‘Unto you therefore which believe he 
is precjous.’ I stopped and asked my- 
self, ‘Is He precious to me?’'I was able 
to answer, ‘Yes, He is.’ But the Word, 
or rather the Lord, was not to let me 
off so easily. He asked me further, 
‘Why is He precious?’ and after a 
little consideration I could say: ‘He 
is precious because of the Bethlehem 
crib, because He left Heaven and 
came to us on our poor earth. He is 
precious for His cross’ sake on which He 
perfected salvation, even for me He is 
precious because of the empty grave, 
because He has brought life and immor- 
tality to light.’ 


“And again a voice asked, ‘Is that all?’ * 


After a little reflection, I was able to 
say: ‘No, it is not all. He is precious 
as my guide through life, as hearer of 
my prayers, as my comforter in sor- 
row.’ 

“Then the voice asked, ‘Is that still 
all?’ ‘No,’ I said, ‘not all. He is 
precious because of His Word that 
speaks to us, for His Spirit, which He 
has also given to me; precious for His 
blood which has cleansed from all sin.’ 

“Ts then that all?’ continued the 
voice.’ ‘No, He is precious because He 
called unwilling me into His service. 
He is precious because He has given 
me strength and grace in body and soul 
since, in spite of a throat trouble de- 
clared incurable by the doctors, I can 
now speak in the largest churches and 
halls without tiring. He is precious to 
me because He has granted me great 
grace in word and writing in the exer- 
cise of my service for the salvation of 
souls.’ 

“Such were the questions and answers 
between God and myself. Ach ja! if 
we begin to read our Bibles with ques- 
tion marks, then will we be more than 
richly blessed. Then we will rejoice 
over His Word as one who has found 
great treasure.” 


January 18, 1958 


Notes on Open Letters 





News of the Aucas 


Just want you to know I am praying 
every day for the blessing and safe- 
keeping of Betty Elliot out there on 
the Curaray River getting. the Auca 
language material. Harper and 
Brothers very kindly sent me a photo- 
static copy of the letter they recently 
received from her. What a brave sol- 
dier of the Cross she is! Won't you 
tell us, through the columns of the 
S.S. Times when she is once safely 
back on her own station?—A Minne- 
sota reader, 

How very thrilled I was to read in 
your December 7 issue of the friendly 
contact with the Aucas! I hope this 
is the time the door is opened for 
friendship with all the Aucas and the 
time the Aucas will be reached with 
the Gospel.—An Alabama reader. 


Betty Elliot wrote to her family and 
the Elliots of Portland, Oreg., on. De- 
cember 13 from Shandia, Ecuador, as 
follows: . 


Who would have thought, a couple 
of weeks ago, that I’d be back in 
Shandia so soon, and under these cir- 
cumstances? .. . On Monday morning, 
after earnest prayer that the Auca 
women would not balk at getting 
into the plane, I brought them over 
here to Shandia [from Arajuno]. 
They entered the plane _ willingly, 
though Mankamu showed great fear, 
was actually shaking with fright. 
They both covered their heads with 
blankets, but I persuaded them to look 
out of the windows. They” gasped at 
sight of the rivers below, though they 
did not seem to recognize the treetops. 
I took some pictures of their faces 
which I do hope turn out, but my 
light meter was not functioning prop- 
erly and it was difficult to get three 
feet away as I was harnessed in so 

. tightly, with two children on my lap! 

As soon as we got here, we brought the 
women directly to Eugenia’s! house 
here on the Talac River. The family 
had scrubbed up a tiny room for Val 
and me, and provided a bed for the 
Aucas. I plan to stay here for a while 
now, at least. I feel that the Auca 
women must be with Indians rather 
than gringos, (1) so that they'll feel 
at home, (2) so they can bathe at 
every whim, (3) so that they have a 
fire to squat by and roast their plan- 
tains. I feel that I must be right with 
them (1) to learn the language, (2) 
to keep my eye on them.... 

They seem contented. This morn- 
ing Mankamu carried Valerie and 
went with me up to Cathers’? house, 
where I got medicine for Mankamu’s 
heavy cough and cold, picked up some 
odds and ends I needed, and left Val 
to stay overnight. . . . Mintaka (the 
one who was with Jim on the beach) 
went to the chagra [a smal] vegetable 
garden] with Eugenia this morning, 





1Mrs. Elliot’s servant. 
2A missionary family with four children to 
whom Betty Elliot has given her former home. 


(Continued On page 46) 
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Now in Eleven Hundred Tongues 


Some linguistic puzzles that Bible translators 


have solved 


years, the Scriptures exist at least 

in part in 1,109 languages, of 
which 210 have entire Bibles and 270 
more the New Testament. But approxi- 
mately 500 years ago, when printing 
was invented, the Word of God existed 
in only 33 tongues. The following 
vivid word pictures show some of the 
trials and triumphs of translating the 
Bible into more than 1,100 tongues. 


A T LAST, after more than 1,900 


TWO-HEARTED DOUBT 


In scores of languages, as widely sep- 
arate as Yipounou of West Africa and 
the Kekchi of Guatemala, “doubt” is 
spoken of as having “two hearts.” So 
often we regard doubt as a kind of 
strange, indefinable uncertainty—a grop- 
ing about in the darkness of conflicting 
thoughts. We are somewhat closer to 
the Chol Indians of southern Mexico, 
who speak of doubt as “whirling words 
in one’s heart,” for doubts seem to press 
in from every direction and there are 
apparently no plain roads to certainty. 
But if we take the time to study our 
doubts, we usually discover that we 
have “two hearts”—one which says yes 
and another no; one which prompts us 
to go forward and another which holds 
us back; one which .urges us to love 
and another to hate. The answer to 
doubt is finding the path of the single 
heart. 

“TAKING OVER THE KINGDOM OF Gop” 


It would seem quite natural for any- 
one to translate literally the phrase “re- 
ceive the kingdom of God,” but in the 
Bari language of the Sudan such a ren- 
dering would be entirely— misleading. 
“To receive the kingdom” could only 
mean to take it over—by force if neces- 
sary. In the Bari language one who 
receives the Kingdom of God must 
“acknowledge God's rule.” 


“Gop Took Our Heaps Out” 


When Bambara evangelists in West 
Africa speak to their people about “re- 
demption” they say, “God took our 
heads out.” With such words, which 
seem so strange to us, they bring back 
to the memories of the people the vivid 
accounts of the slave trade, when Arab 
traders went into the interior of West 
Africa and often captured whole vil- 
lages of people. Around the neck of 
each slave they placed an iron collar, 
and a chain led from one slave to an- 
other. In long lines these captives were 
driven to the coast to be sold to the 
Portuguese traders, who transported 
these victims of man’s inhumanity to 
the slave markets of the world. 


Anyone “who learns to understand, 
speak, write, and translate and in- 
terpret from and into another lan- 
‘guage than his mother tongue can 
understand something of the in- 
numerable problems confronting 
those who give the peoples of ‘the 
world the Bible in their own lan- 
guages. Dr. Nida is a recognized 
expert in the linguistic field and has 
collected data firsthand in many 
countries. This article is condensed 
from a brochure issued by the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, of which Dr. 
Nidg is Secretary for Translations. 








It so happened that on some occasions 
a line of slaves should pass through a 
village or town where a local chief or 
king would recognize a friend of his 
captured in the interior. He could re- 
deem his friend if only he paid the 
Arabs enough brass, gold, or ivory. Lit- 
erally, in order to set the man free, he 
would take his head out of the iron 
collar, 

And so it is that Bambara preachers 
declare to the people: “We have all 
been the slaves of sin and our evil de- 
sires, driven under the lash of Satan, 
but through Jesus Christ God has taken 
our heads,out. And just as in earlier 
times a man so rescued from slavery 
thought it was a privilege to serve his 








Prayer by the Open Book # 
By E. Margaret Clarkson 


ORD JESUS, show Thyself to me 
Within Thy Book divine, 

That I may Know and worship Thee, 
And draw my life from Thine. 

Be Thou the Light of every page, 
The Life in every word; 

Through pen of saint and seer and sage 
Reveal Thyself, O Lord! 


Lord Jesus, show Thyself to me 
In very truth and deed; 

Help me to find, O Christ, in Thee, 
More than my deepest need. 

Show me my worthless self, O Lord, 
And Thine amazing grace; 

Help me to know the price outpoured 
That I might see God’s face! 


Lord Jesus, show Thyself to me, 
And help me make Thee mine, 
That I may walk by faith with Thee 
And prove each word of Thine! 
Fulfill Thy promises to me— 
Help me Thy power to claim 
Till all my life transformed shall be 
Through Thy redeeming name! 


By EUGENE A. NIDA 


redeemer for the rest of his life, so we, 
having been redeemed by Christ, make 
Him our Master. and Lord forever.” 


“A STRAIGHT MOUTH AND A 
CROOKED HEART” 


One word which presents no difficulty 
for the translator is “hypocrite,” for such 
persons exist in all societies, and people 
are not slow to detect their false fronts 
and their double talk. In Latin Amer- 
ica a number of Indian tribes have a 
variety of ways of denoting this du- 
plicity: “a man with two a) (Lacan- 
don), “a man with two hearts” (Tzeltal), 
“people with two kinds of talk” 
(Otomi), “a two-headed man” (Mixteco), 
“a forked-tongue person” (Shipibo), 
and “a two-sided man” (Kekchi). 

The Black Thai people of Vietnam 
have summarized the characteristics of 
a hypocrite with keen discernment when 
they call him “a man with a straight 
mouth and a crooked heart.” In a some- 
what different, but nevertheless parallel 
manner, the Kikopgo people of the Bel- 
gian Congo describe a hypocrite as “the 
bitterness of white.” This idiom is de- 
rived from the appearance and taste of 
whitewash, which looks so fine but 
tastes so bitter. 

The Malagasy-speaking people of 
Madagascar designate a hypocrite as 
“one who spreads out a clean raffia mat,” 
for this is what the untidy housewife 
does when she sees guests coming up 
the path and she wants to cover up the 
dirt and filth on the floor. And so it is 
with hypocrites, for they always have 
something which they are striving to 
conceal. 


“It Pains My Heart” 


There is no pain quite so severe as the 
pain of a repentant heart. It .is not 
strange therefore that the Kekchi In- 
dians of Guatemala should describe 
“repentance” as “it. pains my heart.” 
The ‘Baouli people of West Africa, how- 
ever, are somewhat more precise in de- 
scribing repentance. They say, “It hurts 
so much I want to quit it.” This is 
real repentance and is thus distinguish- 
able from remorse, which brings pangs 
of guilt but does not lead to change. 

In the Northern Sotho language of 
South Africa repentance is described in 
terms of what happens to the sinful 
heart. “It becomes untwisted,” as the 
Sothos say. In a similar manner the 
Chol Indians of southern Mexico can 
speak of repentance as “the heart turn- 
ing itself back”; and the neighboring 
Tzeltals describe repentance. as “my 
heart returns because of my sin.” Here 
is the clear recognition that sin warps, 
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twists, and perverts the heart of man, 
and it is repentance that helps to undo 
this fatal process. 

The Conob Indians in Guatemala con- 
ceive of repentance as “thinking within 
one’s heart” (or literally “insides” as 
they say). Perhaps it is the thinking 
with the head which helps us justify 
our sins, while the thinking with the 
heart makes us see our true selves, The 
Mazahua Indians of Mexico have sum- 
marized the implications of repentance 
when they declare that the repentant 
man “has received a new heart from 
God.” This is the only real repentance, 
for it is the only answer to haunting 
guilt. 

“His HEART WEEPS” 

“Mercy” has often been called “love 
in action.” It should not be strange, 
therefore, that the Mezquital Otomi In- 
dians of the dry desert plateau of cen- 
tral Mexico speak of mercy as “increas- 
ing love.” The Conob Indians of 
Guatemala, however, say of a person 
who-has mercy for another, “His heart 
weeps for him.” This is precisely what 
happens when, as the Kpelle of Liberia 
say, “he looks upon their misery.” Un- 
fortunately, so many people see suffer- 
ing, but they pass by on the other side. 
They have never learned “to feel with 
the poor,” as the Mazatec Indians of 
Mexico declare. 

“QuIET GOODNESS” 

At no time in the world’s history have 
so many men and women so earnestly 
longed for peace and have tried so des- 
perately to find it—whether by escape 
from reality, submersion in_ endless 
busyness, or chasing after elusive pleas- 
ures. Perhaps they could recognize the 
real goal if they knew how the Kekchi 
Indians of Guatemala talk about peace. 
Literally, it is “quiet goodness.” This 
is not the peace of idleness or of escape. 
It is the quiet goodness that the present 
world needs so badly. 

But how to attain peace is not so sim- 
ple, though perhaps some of the answer 
may be provided by the idiom of the 
Miskito Indians of the coasts of Hon- 
duras and Nicaragua, who speak of 
peace as “having one heart.” Peace is 
not the result of fortuitous circum- 
stances, but the character of the inner 
life. It is for this reason that the Aztecs 
of Zacapoastla in central Mexico can speak 
of peace as “being complete.” This must 
not, however, be confused with “having 
everything one wants,” for peace is 
“being all” not “having all.” It is little 
wonder then that the Baouli of French 
West Africa can speak of peace as “hav- 
ing a sorig in my body”—the inevitable 
response to the full and complete heart. 


“His HEART RETURNED TO GOD’s PRESENCE” 

The San Blas people have well de- 
scribed the unrepentant sinner as one 
whose heart is never turned toward 
God. But conversion changes all this, and 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the heart at last turns toward its Creator. 
In the Tzeltal language of southern 
Mexico this experience is graphically 
described as “his heart returned to 
God’s presence.” In~-this act an entirely 
new life begins. The Mazahua Indians 
of Mexico designate repentance as “re- 
ceiving a new heart” and speak of con- 
version as “receiving a new life”; both 
the heart and the life come from God. 

In a similar manner in Balinese one 
may speak of repentance as “putting on 
a new mind,” as one would put on a 
new cloak, while conversion is “putting 
on a new way of life.” Unfortunately, 
some have thought that conversion was 
only some kind of ecstatic experience 
related solely to the life to come, rather 
than a present reality which should 
transform every hour of the day. 

“Gop Put Us IN His HEartT” 

Of all the human emotions perhaps 
none is quite so difficult to describe as 
love, for love is such intense joy that 
it brings real pain. It is for this reason 
that the Tzeltal Indians of Mexico speak 
of loving God as “to hurt in one’s heart 
for God.” * The Conobs of Guatemala 
even go so far as to say, “My heart died 
for God.” 

There is also a sense in which love is 
a projection of ourselves and in the 
process something seems to go out of us 
and to reach toward the goal of our 
love. It is therefore not strange to find 
in the Mitla Zapotec language the phrase 
“my heart goes away with God.” 

In the experience of love there is also 
the sense of security and possession. 
In the Habbe tongue of West Africa, 
the love of God can*be described as “He 
put us in His heart.” This is not far 
different from what’ the Southern Chins 
of Burma say in declaring that love is 
“that which holds us.” 


January 18, 1958 


“To BE WasHED AND KEPT CLEAN” 

The Word of Life can only speak to 
life when the words employed to con- 
vey the message come directly from the 
lives of people. It is for that reason 
that there are so many problems in 
translating some of the words of Scrip- 
ture, and perhaps one of the most dif- 
ficult of these is “sanctification.” A mis- 
sionary among the Valiente Indians of 
Panama noticed, however, that the In- 
dian women, after washing their clothes 
in a nearby stream and drying them on 
bushes, always carefully folded and 
placed such clothes in baskets which 
were reserved exclusively for clean 
clothing. Accordingly, he explained to 
the people that sanctification is like 
that: “Being washed by the Spirit of 
God and kept clean.” 

THE PurPOSE OF GoD 

This achievement of translations into 
1,100 tongues would never have been 
reached if it had not been part of the 
purpose of God. This is His Book for 
the world. The making of it, the trans- 
lating of it, the spreading of it abroad 
before the eyes of men are part of His 
plan whereby men are being redeemed. 
Whether their first knowledge of the 
love of God in Christ Jesus comes to 
them by word of missionary, preacher, 
or layman, or directly from this Book, 
they and missionary, preacher, and lay- 
man alike must above all else possess 
it. For in it, and it alone, can each lay 
hold for himself of the Gospel story and 
by it direct his redeemed life. The 
Bible is for man not by the will of man 
but by the will of God. He it is who 
has raised up people of missionary pas- 
sion to undergird with support and 
prayer the translators and the Bible 
societies. And it is God who calls us to 
labor that they, with us, may be “made 
perfect.” 

New YorkK City. 


He Became Excited About the Bible 


When it became a new book and Christ became real to him 


F YOU ever hungered to understand 

the Bible better, because of the per- 
petual challenge it offers the best minds 
and the unfailing adventure it presents 
to the most eager heart, you will rejoice 
to see how one young man really got 
excited over the Word of God. Perhaps 
you have an experience similar to his. 
If, however, your heart has never been 
set on fire over the Bible as his was, 
you'll find it hard to escape the con- 
tagious experience that transformed his 
personal life, his home, his job, and his 
relation to the church, 4 

You know how the boys who went 
to war were given portions of Scrip- 
ture to take with them. When Jay 


By CARLOS GREENLEAF FULLER | 


Strong left behind his work as a com- 
mercial artist to go through the bom- 
bardment of the European war theater, 
he carried a copy of the New Testament 
with him. He had a Bible at home, too, 
but it had never meant much to him. 
He scarcely ever looked at it. But when 
he returned in safety from the war, he 
confessed, “I read the Bible quite a bit 
while I was in the danger zones.” Un- 
der the pressure of business life, how- 
ever, once more his Bible began to 
gather dust. . 

Many of the men, when they returned 
from the battle front, were quite rest- 
less for a time. The high tension that 
was in Jay Strong clamored for some- 
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Lesson for February 2 


thing more active than the desk of a 
commercial artist, so he turned to the 
more strenuous life of an insurance 
salesman, “There’s an air of adventure 
in going from home to home, pitting 
your persuasive sales powers against 
the mind of the customer,” he ex- 


claimed, his dark eyes glowing. “Sales. 


work demands more physical activity,” 
he said eagerly, “as well as mental 
alertness and ingenuity.” So he threw 
himself into the new job. 

His wife, Jennie, would pat him on 
the back and exclaim, “You'll make a 
fine salesman, Jay.” At night, when 
their two children were in bed, she 
would say, “Let me help you with your 
reports.” That would make him work 
harder than ever. “The New Testa- 
ment that seemed so important when 
shells were flying,” he confessed later, 
“wasn’t given a single thought then.” 

The sheer law of averages responded 
to his hard work by producing a steady 
increase in sales. This pleased his fam- 
ily and added greatly to his self-esteem. 
He was sure he had made the right 
choice of a new job.” “This is the work 
I was really cut out to do,” he said 
with great satisfaction. 

So he swept on in the conquest of 
new sales. “The customer meant very 
little to me at that point,” he admitted 
later. The money he could make by 
a sale was the principal thing. He 
wanted a bigger bank account toward 
the purchase of a new home “I've 
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made it,” he shouted to Jennie one 
night, as he rushed in like a cyclone. 
“I'm on the Honor Roll!” 
However, the sheer joy of this 
achievement took the edge off his orig- 
inal drive. Instead of using it as an 
inspiration for still further advance, he 
considered it a sign that he had arrived. 
“T’ve got the right sales technique,” he 
Said expansively to Jennie. “There’s 
the proof.” Proudly he waved the 
Honor Roll list as though it were a vic- 
torious shell-torn battle flag. 
Unconsciously he began to ride on the 
reputation of the success he had 
achieved and to ease off in his drive on 
the job. Less time at the job and re- 
duced zeal began to inflict its penalties 
on him. His sales decreased and so 
did his commissions. When he saw the 
question in his wife’s eyes as she helped 
with his reports, Jay brushed it off. “It’s 
only a seasonable break. The average 
for the whole year is what counts.” 
Jay believed what he told his wife 
until the falling off of sales grew into 
an alarming slump. This drove him 
into action again with abounding en- 
ergy. But it was the effort now of high 
pressure tension inside of him, not the 
fresh joy with which he began the new 
job. It was no longer the air of new 
adventure that lured him on. It was 
the specter of fear pushing him from 
behind like a hard taskmaster. “I’m 
really worried,” he confessed to Jennie, 


(Continued on page 58) 


Public School Children Hear the Word 


How the Children’s Bible Mission reaches thousands of boys ond girls every month 


ROM the plains of Oklahoma to the 

mountains of Virginia, and from the 
everglades of Florida to the hills of 
Pennsylvania, some one hundred mis- 
sionaries of the Children’s Bible Mis- 
sion are reaching thousands of boys and 
girls every month in the public schools. 
Small one-room country schools, large 
consolidated schools, white, colored, and 
Indian schools are welcoming CBM 
workers, and classrooms and assembly 
halls reverberate with Gospel songs, 
Bible stories, and entire classes repeat- 
ing the Bible memory verses, 

County schoo] superintendents, prin- 
cipals, and teachers are enthusiastic 
about the CBM Bible Memory Plan be- 
cause they realize that only the life- 
giving power of God’s Word in the 
minds and hearts of the boys and girls 


_ Solves discipline problems, builds char- 


acter, increases wisdom, and saves the 
soul from sin. Lives have been changed, 
families have been saved, and commu- 
nities have awakened to the presence 
and the power of God through the CBM 
ministry. 


By KENNETH A. AMSLER 


A CBM missionary in North Carolina 
writes: “Teachers and principals are 
all so enthused over the chapel serv- 
ices and the opportunity for their chil- 
dren to memorize the Word of God. 
One principal made an urgent appeal to 
the parents at an Indian P.T.A, meeting 
to do all they could to encourage their 
children in memorizing the Bible verses. 
Said this principal, ‘This is just what 
we have been needing in our schools.’” 

A CBM worker in Oklahoma says: 
“We have seen His power at work in 
school after school and never cease to 
rejoice in our God for the privilege we 
have of entering these public institu- 
tions with so much liberty. Surely 
there is much to be thankful for in this 
great land of ours!” 

The Children’s Bible Mission was or- 
ganized on February 5, 1935, at St. 
Petersburg, Fla. It is incorporated un- 
der the laws of the State of Florida, 
and has been signally blessed and used 
of the Lord ‘since its inception. Over 
1,500,000 awards have been given to 
public school children for memorizing 


é 
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Bible verses and more than 46,000 boys 
and girls and teen-agers have attended 
CBM summer camps. Over 98 per cent 
of all who attend CBM camps make 
public confessions of faith in Christ, and 
hundreds are now faithfully serving the 
Lord on foreign fields and at home, 

Most of the CBM workers conduct 
school assemblies and give Bible talks 
with the use of visual aids. A mission- 
ary in Tennessee writes: “Although 
thirteen schools closed for consolidation, 
I have more chapels this year than last. 
I have five schools where I teach and 
give the Bible story from room to room. 
It is rough on me, but it is reaching 
the kids and winning the principals. 
My total number of chapels last month 
was seventy-four.” 

In one fifth grade class in a Florida 
school, the teacher inspired her pupils 
to learn a total of 4,861 verses in four 
months. One first grade teacher en- 
couraged her class to memorize fifty 
verses in two months. Each first grade 
child memorized the entire fifty verses. 
A Tennessee worker writes: “We are 
giving awards above the usual CBM 
awards, and it keeps us busy getting 
our certificates ready to give out. 
Some of our boys and girls have memo- 
rized over one thousand verses.” 

A week at a CBM summer camp is a 
thrilling experience for those who com- 
plete the three hundred verses required 
for free attendance. This past summer 
the CBM conducted forty-three Bible 
camps in ten states. 

The following testimonies from CBM 
campers show the power of God’s Word 
at work in the hearts and lives of the 
young folks: “Before I went to camp 
I used to listen to a lot of ‘rock and 
roll’ music. I don’t do it now. I have 
been talking to my mother and my 
younger brothers about the Lord. I 
believe that they can see a differehce 
in my life. I didn’t use to read. my 
Bible, but now I read it morning and 
night. I try to do it like we did at 
camp. I know I have come much closer 
to the Lord since camp.” 

“Since I went to camp and came back, 
it doesn’t seem right if I don’t read my 
Bible every night before I go to bed 
and say a prayer. I had a real good 
time at camp, and if it hadn’t been for 
you all there might not be any Chris- 
tians in our school: But bless you all, 
there are many now.” : 

The CBM Program also includes the 
enrolling of campers in carefully pre- 
pared« Bible correspondence courses 
which enable them to grow in grace 
and become effective in Christian wit- 
ness and service. CBM campers com- 
pleting three or more years of summer 
camp and two or more years of Bible 
Correspondence Lessons become CBM 
alumni and often serve as camp junior 
counselors, Many complete training in 
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Christian schools and become effective 
workers for Christ. 

CBM is a work of faith supported 
entirely by the prayers and gifts of the 
Lord’s people. More workers are urg- 

ently needed to enter open doors in 


Bible Memorizing in Your 
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many areas. If interested in this vital 
ministry of winning boys and girls to 
Christ, please write to Children’s Bible 
Mission, National Headquarters, P, O. 
Box 1137, Lakeland, Fla. 


LAKELAND, Fa. 


Sunday School Class 


Its value and importance 


UST now, before reading further, 

stop and see what poems and Bible 
verses you can recall without special 
effort. Having done that, ask yourself 
when you memorized them. It is almost 
a hundred to one that the ones you 
recall most easily are those you memo- 
rized as a child. 

If that is true and if it is a real help 
in Christian living to have many key 
Bible passages ready in our memory, 
you see how important it is to carry 
on a real program of memorizing Bible 
verses in your class. 

There are two important reasons why 
every Christian sHould have ready in 
memory a large number of carefully 
selected Scripture passages. In the first 
place, every Christian should be a per- 
sonal worker winning souls for Christ. 
Effective personal work involves the use 
of certain key verses that set forth the 
plan of salvation in the actual words of 
the Bible. It is not always possible to 
have a Bible at hand when the oppor- 
tunity to witness presents itself. Even 
if we do have a Bible and actually turn 
to the passages, it can be done much 
more effectively if we know the verses 
and their location from memory. For 
that reason and to help the Primary 
child himself to acceptance of Christ 
he should be inspired té6 memorize the 
main verses in the plan of salvation. 
Many choices might be made, but the 
following six passages might be used: 

1. We are all sinners (Isa. 53:6). 

2. God gave His Son to save us (John 
3:16). 

3. Christ died to save.us (1 Pet, 3:18). 

4. We are saved when we believe and 
confess (Rom. 10:9, 10). 

5. Then we go on to love God and our 
neighbor (Matt. 22:37-39). 

6. We belong to God (1 Cor. 6:19). 

In the second place, every Christian 
should have in memory, ready for in- 
stant recall, a number of choice passages 
to be used in time of trouble or tempta- 
tion. Again many lists might be made, 
but here are a few suggestions: 

When discouraged (Luke 18:27; Rom. 
8:31). 

When in need of guidance (Prov. 3:5). 

When tired (John 10:10; Isa. 40:32). 

When guilty of sin (Jas. 5:16), 

When afraid (Isa. 12:2, 3), 

When tense and nervous (Isa, 26:3). 


By HARRY M. SAVACOOL 


When in trouble (Psa, 46:1). 

When death threatens or intrudes 
(John 14:1-3). 

When someone injures us (Matt. 5:44). 

These verses and other similar ones 
have been the means of victory to many 
Christians in their hours of need. Many 
others have floundered about in despair 
because they did not have their minds 


, stored with helpful verses from God’s 


Word. 

We are often told that children should 
not be encouraged to memorize Bible 
passages that they do not fully under- 
stand or which do not meet their imme- 
diate needs. The answer to this is that 
even Primary children sometimes expe- 
rience a real conversion. In any case, 
they will face the great decision within 
a few years and the greatest help 
towards conversion is to know the Bible 
plan of salvation. If they do not learn 
it as Primary children they may never 
have the opportunity. Removal to a 
different church or teacher may leave 
them without the Bible emphasis. Even 
Primary children know grief and trou- 
ble and can be helped by the great 
comfort and encouragement passages of 
the Scriptures. 

The effectiveness of any program of 
memorizing depends upon the use of the 
best methods. Basic to all memorizing 
is the fact that we remember most easily 
what we understand. For that reason 
you should always explain carefully to 
your class the meaning and importance 
of every passage you want them to 
memorize. It is also true that it is a 
help to organize your passages into some 
kind of logical system. The verses 
on the plan of salvation lend themselves 
very well to this. Teach all of the 
verses as a unit with the heading for 
each included, 

All memorizing depends upon repeti- 


tion and more repetition. However, the’ 


repetition should not be too long sus- 
tained at one time. If you will give 
five minutes of each class session you 
will be amazed at the amount of mate- 
rial your class will store in their mem- 
ory in a year. 

Some in the class will be slower than 
others. Without singling them out or 
making them conspicuous, you might 
encourage them to work on the passages 
at home. A tactful suggestion to their 
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parents to help them “review” the pas- 
sages at home will usually work. 

Do not forget to review in class. It 
is a waste of time to memorize a pas- 
sage and then drop it and go on to an- 
other. At every class session go back 
to the beginning and rapidly review all 
the class has memorized during the 
year. 

One thing is certain, if you help your 
children to memorize a wise selection 
of the great passages of the Bible, they 
will be grateful to you when they are 
adults and bless you for it. 


Oweco, N. Y. 
ve 


News of the Aucas 
(Continued from second page) 


so you see they’re acclimatizing. Man- 
kamu made a nice clay pot yesterday. 

Did I tell you that Dario [a Quichua 
Indian) returned to the Curaray last 
week to pick up some things they had 
left when they evacuated? He found the 
houses completely stripped of every- 
thing, which shows that the Aucas are 
certainly on the job, know every move 
made, 


In a letter (dated Dec. 10) just re- 
ceived, Dr. Wilfred Tidmarsh, of Chris- 
tian Missions in Many Lands, writes: 


I was able right there to secure 
some 2,000 feet of recorded narrative 
and chanting from one of these women 
in the Wa or Auca language—mate- 
rial of the very greatest linguistic 
importance. Mrs, Elliot and I took 
turns to watch over these women lest 
they should fall into wrong hands. 
For the first two-.days Aucas con- 
tinued prowling around the houses 
where the women were, but subse- 
quently seem to have gone away. But 
on Sunday, November 24th, the Aucas 
again attacked, and killed the young 
man who had at the first received the 
Auca women. He was going down the 
river in hi§ canoe when attacked, and 
his body was found transfixed with 
some twenty-two lances. They also 
kidnaped his widow whom we have 
since seen in the Auca settlement on 
a recent survey flight [with Hobey 
Lowrance of the Missionary Aviat'on 
Fellowship]. So Mrs. Elliot returned 
the following day to Arajuno, and 
brought with her the more informa- 
tive of the two Auca women, and we 
continued linguistic work here. Then, 
last week as the result of continued 
Auca pressure, the whole Quichua 
village withdrew, and they trekked 
to another settlement of the same dia- 
lect as theirs some ten miles to the 
northwest of us here, and as they 
passed through, they left with us the 
other Auca woman, and we had them 
both with us in our house until yes- 
terday, when for safety’s sake Mrs. 
Elliot took them by plane to Shandia. 

Now Mrs. Elliot and I hope to con- 
tinue our studies of the Auca language 
with the aid of the new material we 
have acquired, and at the same time 
we here are waiting upon God to show 
us how to continue the approach, and 


(Continued on page 58) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 2. PRIVILEGES OF CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 


Luke 4:14-21; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8; Galatians 6:1-5; Hebrews 4:14-16; 10:23-25; 1 Peter 2:9, 10, 
printed text, 1 Peter 2:9, 10; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8; Galatians 6:1-5; Hebrews 4:14-16, 10:23-25 (In this order) 


Golden Text.—But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, that ye should shew forth the praises 


of him who hath call 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Pet. 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priest- 
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of dark- 
ness into his marvellous light: 

10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the 
people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now 
have obtained mercy. ’ 


2 Cor. 9:6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall 
reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall 
reap also bountifully. 

7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so 
let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth 
a cheerful giver. 

8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; 
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work. 


Gal. 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 


you out of darkness into his marvellous light.—1 Pet. 2:9 


3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he 
Ts nothing, he deceiveth himself. 

4 But let every man prove his own work, and then shall 
he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. 

5 For every man shall bear his own burden. 


Heb. 4:14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, 
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let 
us hold fast our profession. 

15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 

16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need. 

Chap. 10:23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith 
without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 

24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works: 

25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so 





meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 
2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 


Christ. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the ,Lesson 
WOW does one approach a cluster 
H of Scripture passages? Approach- 
ing a single passage is fairly 
simple, but with a group of portions 
it becomes somewhat complicated. 
The best approach, I think, is to read 
all the passages again and again, with 
this question in mind: Is there a com- 
mon element of truth in these Scrip- 
tures linking them together and con- 
stituting a point of focus? 


The portions given us this week seem . 


at first to be rather unrelated, but on 
éloser scrutiny they present this in com- 
mon, that they all present the company 
of the redeemed, the Church. Some- 
times the local church is distinctly in 
view, but always there is room for the 
local church. 

The passage in 1 Peter emphasizes the 
obligation of this privileged company 
to Him who has called us. In the Corin- 
thian passage we see the Church facing 
its financial responsibilities. In Gala- 
tians Paul presents the Church’s min- 
istry of burden bearing, with special 
reference to those who fall. In He- 
brews the Church is seen in its approach 
to God through Christ, and in its minis- 


much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
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try of mutual encouragement. So these 
are links in a chain, not unrelated 
verses, 


Verse by Verse 

1 Pet. 2:9.—“. . . a chosen generation, 
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people .. . the praises of him 
who hath called you...” “Peculiar” 
does not mean “strange,” but “belong- 
ing to,” like the French propre. Note 
the nouns describing our state, then the 
adjectives, and finally the purpose of 
our calling. “Praises” here refers to 
Christ’s excellent qualities. 

Verse 10.—“. . . not a people .. . now 
the people of God . . . now have ob- 
tained mercy.” This is practically a 
quotation from Hosea 2:23, but while 
in Hosea the primary thought is the 
restoration of Israel, here it embraces 
the calling of the Gentiles. 

2 Cor. 9:6—“, . . soweth sparingly 
... reap... sparingly ... soweth boun- 
tifully ... reap ... bountifully.” In 
Galatians 6:7 the thought is that we 
reap in kind. Here it is the measure 
that is in view. The proportion of 
sowing and reaping is a law of nature, 
and of the Spirit. 

Verse 7.—“. . . as he purposeth .. . 
not grudgingly .. . God loveth a cheer- 
ful giver.” Giving is to be directed on 
the basis ot established purpose, not a 


hit-or-miss affair. Giving that is a 
sorrow of heart, or an unwilling ac- 
quiescence to duty, is not acceptable. 
The Greek word translated “cheerful” 
gives us our “hilarious.” See last week’s 
lesson (Rom. 12:8). 

Verse 8.—", .. all grace .. . always 

. . all sufficiency ... all things .. . 
every good work.” Notice the complete- 
ness here: all, always, all, every, 
abound, sufficiency, abound. So we 
have abounding grace, abounding pro- 
vision, and abounding service. 

Gal. 6:1—“. . . overtaken in a fault 

. restore such .. . cOnsidering thy- 
self ... tempted.” A brother’s trespass 
is not a reason for ostracism, but a call 
to -kindly ministry with a view to his 
recovery. We are also temptable, so we 
had better not be highminded., 

Verse 2.—“Bear ye one another’s bur- 
dens . .. the law of Christ.” “Burdens” 
here are heavy loads, and doubtless re- 
fer to the sense of guilt and defeat and 
remorse and perhaps despair pressing 
upon the brother taken in a fault’ The 
law of Christ is the law of love. 

Verse 3.—“. . . something . . . nothing, 
he deceiveth himself.” Still referring 
back to verse 1. The highmindedness 
here in view is thinking oneself above 
temptation—certainly self-deception. 


Verse 4—“,. . . prove his own work 
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. +.» rejoicing in himself . . . not in an- 
other.” Condemning one’s brother is 
generally a method of self-justification. 
We think we benefit by the comparison. 
But we are told here to see to our own 
state, and not depend on poor and 
odious comparisons. 

Verse 5.—“For every man shaJ]l bear 
his own burden.” “Burden” here is dif- 
ferent from that in verse 2. There it was 
heavy loads bearing men down. Here 
it is personal responsibility, like a sol- 
dier’s kit which he carries for himself. 

Heb. 4:14.—“, .. we have a great high 
priest .. . passed into the heavens ... 
hold fast our profession.” The Greek 
verb is a compound word signifying “to 
pass through.” Our Lord is “far above 
all heavens” (Eph. 4:10), at the right 
hand of God. His presence there is our 
call to steadfastness. 

Verse 15.—“. . . an high priest ... 
with the feeling of our infirmities ... 
tempted . . . without sin.” “Without 
sin” certainly indicates an absence of 
response to temptation, but it also re- 
minds us that He was in “the likeness 
of sinful flesh,” not “in sinful flesh.” 

Verse 16.—“. . . come boldly unto the 
throne of grace... mercy... help in 
time of need.” Christ’s presence at the 
throne of grace for us gives assurance 
that we shall be accepted and heard 
and answered with mercy and timely 
grace. 

Chap. 10:23.—“. . . hold fast the pro- 
fession ...(... faithful that prom- 
ised).” See 4:14. God’s promise is 
added to Christ’s presence in Glory (v. 
21) to make us steadfast in hope. 

Verse 24.—“. . . provoke unto love and 
to good works.” Here is a godly kind 
of provocation. Instead. of driving 
others to distraction, our conduct should 

be stirring them to be and do their best. 

Verse 25.—“Not forsaking the assem- 
bling . . . exhorting . .. the day ap- 
proaching.” The assembly. of the saints is 
a- divine institution for mutual help, 
and the nearer we are to the consum- 
mation, the more we need the strength 
of that fellowship. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The French have a delightful phrase 
which comes down to us from the days 
of its aristocracy. Noblesse oblige, 
they said. It meant that belonging to 
the ranking nobility laid upon them cer- 
tain obligations, such as chivalry, loyalty, 
and courtesy. Those who have been 
united to Jesus Christ and are there- 
fore members of His Church belong to 
a nobility that far outranks any human 
aristocracy, and it is expected that they 
will act in keeping with their high 
station. 

Peter describes our rank in a group 
of phrases—“a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pe- 
culiar people” (see Verse by Verse). 


We do not belong by nature to this 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. January 26.—Organization of the 


Church. Acts 6:1-7; 20:16-38; 
Romans 12:3-8; 1 Timothy 3; §:17-22 
Next Week’s Lesson 
6. February 9.—The Teaching Minis- 


try of the Church. Acts 8:26-38; 
1 Timothy 4:6-16; 2 Timothy 2:1, 2; 3:10-17 








aristocracy, but have been called into 
it by the grace of its monarch, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Our obligation, then, is 
to live so as to represent Him faithfully. 
His graces and virtues are to be repro- 
duced in us—we are to show forth His 
excellencies (1 Pet. 2:9, 10). 

One of the graces of our Lord is 
bounty. His giving is ungrudging and 
in the superlative degree. If He be- 
stows grace, it is all grace. He meets 
our insufficiency with all sufficiency. 
He makes His grace abound toward us 
that we may abound in good works. He 
would have us emulate Him in this 
character. Miserliness, meanness, be- 
grudged charity, have no place in the 
nobility of Heaven. We are our Lord’s 
distributors, and we must fulfill our ob- 
ligation thoughtfully, willingly, joyfully 
(2 Cor. 9:6-8). 

Patience with the erring is another 
mark of true rank. And all the more 
because we are ourselves erring crea- 
tures. Instead of using the downfall 
of another as a means and occasion of 
self-glorification, we must remember 
that we must bear our own burden: be- 
fore the Lord, with no standard of com- 
parison for our conduct but His per- 
fections. We shall neither be asked to 
pass judgment on our brother nor 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT does the word “peculiar” 
mean in 1 Peter 2:9? 

2. What change of application does 
Péter make in referring to Hosea 2:23? 

3. What two laws of sowing and reap- 
ing does Paul enunciate? 

4, What three states of heart should 
characterize our giving, as indicated in 
our Corinthian passage? 

5. How do ‘the burdens of Galatians 
6:2, 5 differ? 

6. What Old Testament picture is sug- 
gested in Hebrews 4:14? 

7. Which of Christ’s qualifications for 
the high priesthood is given in our les- 
son? 

8. How do Christ’s temptations differ 
from ours? 

9. In what sense are we to «provoke 
one another? 

10. What practice is to be ‘stepped up 
as the coming of the Lord draws nearer? 


(Answers on page 57) 
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allowed to boost our own stock by com- 
parison with his failures. Our condem- 
nation of the erring brother will not 
improve our Standing, but restoring the 
erring brother will (Gal. 6:1-5). 

One of the privileges of our high call- 
ing is access to the Throne, the source 
of all our help. Our Lord, having en- 
tered into our experience of temptation, 
and fully knowing our hearts, has 
opened the way for us, and, as our High 
Priest, sustains our right of approach, 
To neglect this privilege would not only 
rob us of the “grace to help in time of 
need,” but would be a flagrant discour- 
tesy to Him who has granted us such 
favor (Heb, 4:14-16). 

This privilege of access to God not 
only demands that we draw near, so 
securing needed help, it calls for a two- 
fold loyalty—loyalty to our Lord, ex- 
pressed in a steadfast confession of our 
faith, and loyalty to the other members 
of this heavenly nobility, by consorting 
with them in regular assembly. We 
call it “attending church.” To neglect 
this is disloyalty to, the high order of 
saints to which we belong by the grace 
of God (Heb, 10:23-25). 


Outline of the Lesson 
‘Privilege carries the obligation 
1. To exalt Christ (1 Pet. 2:9, 10) 
2. To share bounty (2 Cor. 9:6-8) 
3. To bear burdens (Gal. 6:1-5) 
4. To draw near (Heb, 4:14-16). 
5. To gather together (Heb. 10:23- 
25) 


Topics for Development 

Burdens, There seems, at first read- 
ing, to be a gross contradiction between 
verses 2 and 5 of Galatians 6. The con- 
tradiction disappears, however, on closer 
inspection: In the first place, verse 2 
is a command, while verse 5 is a state- 
ment. That in itself greatly reduces the 
element of incompatibility. But the real 
solution is in the two Greek words 
which are rendered by the same word 
in our English. In verse 2 the word 
means “heavy loads, burdens which bear 
people down, under which they are 
likely to stagger and fall.” Such is the 
one who has been “overtaken in a fault.” 
He is deeply conscious of his guilt, feels 
himself an utter failure, is overwhelmed 
with shame, and is enduring chastening 
of various sorts. This is no time to rub 
it in, to treat him with disdain, and add 
to his burden, but to lighten his load 
with understanding, sympathy, and en- 
couragement to confess his sin and re- 
turn to full communion with God. The 
application can, of course, be expanded 
to other heavy loads—afflictions of all 
kinds. 

In, verse 5 a different word is used, 
which means “an assigned burden.” We 
remember how the entire equipment of 
the Tabernacle was divided between the 
three families of the Levites for trans- 
port and care. While some of the equip- 
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ment was carried in carts, the sacred 
furniture was borne on the shoulders 
of the sons of Kohath. Here every man 
bore his own burden. It is a question 
of personal responsibility. Every man 
must live his own life, assume his own 
obligations, and give answer for him- 
self. What others do does not lessen 
my responsibility. No part of my legiti- 
mate burden, for which I must give 
account, is helping to lighten the heavy 
loads that I see crushing my fellows, 

Sowing and Reaping. There are two 
laws ofsowing and reaping which we need 
to keep well in mind. The first is that 
we reap the kind of thing we sow. Paul 
reminds us of this in Galatians 6:7— 
“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap.” Whatsoever—that. One 
cannot sow wild oats and reap good 
wheat. One cannot sow unbelief and 
willfulness and sin and reap eternal life. 
One of the characteristics of our mod- 
ern society is a rebellion against this 
law. Men and women sow disobedience 
to God’s laws of marriage and divorce 
and expect to reap marital happiness. 
It is a great delusion. 

The second law is that we reap in 
proportion to the sowing.: A farmer 
does not sow wheat grains twelve inches 
apart and expect to reap a heavy crop. 
So it is in the spiritual realm. Whether 
it be money, or kindly deeds, or encour- 
aging words, “he which soweth bounti- 
fully shall reap also bountifully” (2 
Cor. 9:6). We shall never outdo God 
in bounty. 


Practical Applications 

There is no reason why God’s “pe- 
culiar people” should be peculiar. Be- 
ing God’s possession should make us 
really balanced and free from awkward 
dispositions. 

Continue to give bountifully so long 
as God’s bounty holds out. The end 
of that is not in sight! 

The man who tries to advance him- 
self on another’s downfall has already 
fallen very low, and will sink lower 
yet, 2 

So long as the Throne is “the throne 
of grace,” you may be sure of needed 
grace every step of the way. 

Church attendance is practicing for 
the great gathering together at the 
Lord’s return. Some are going to feel 
very strange on that day. 


Golden Text 

1 Pet. 2:9.—*, .. ye are... that ye 
should shew forth ...” Notice the or- 
der: “Ye are ... that ye should.” We 
are not elected to the noble order of 
the chosen generation, and so forth, as 
a recognition of our having worthily 
shown forth the excellencies of Christ, 
but we are first received into the order, 
as an act of divine grace, and entrusted 
with our Lord’s honor, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTteD HYMNS 
“O Happy Day, That Fixed My Choice” 
“Who Is on the Lord’s Side?”’ 

“Saviour, While My Heart Is Tender” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, whose mercy en- 
dureth forever, we thank Thee for all 
Thy patient kindness toward us, We have 
not known Thee, loved or served Thee 
as we ought, but pardon our past sin 
and make us to be wholly Thine. May 
we count it a happy privilege to be one 
of Thy people and help us not to dis- 
honor Thee by ought unbecoming in a 
Christian. Bless all who serve Thee in 
this world of sin and use them to turn 
many to Thyself. Support those who 
have heavy burdens of trouble and trial. 
Guide us to know and strengthen us to 
do Thy will, and may the knowledge 
of Thy Son go to every people till all 
Shall have heard the Gospel. These 
things we ask in Christ’s name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A slight and un- 
dernourished orphan boy was placed in 
a Christian institution and given good 
care for body and for soul. His body 
did not quickly respond and he re- 
mained small and thin for some time, 
but he responded to Christian teaching 
and opened his heart to the Lord. The 
day came when he joined the church 
and took the Lord’s Supper for the first 
time. A few days later a doctor gave 
him a checkup and afterward the 
nurse asked the boy what the doctor 
said about him. “He said there wasn’t 
much to me,” replied the boy, “but,” he 
added, “he didn’t know that I have 
taken my first Communion.” 

That boy felt it.a high privilege to 
be a Christian and a member of the 
church, and he was right. If he was 
not much to look at, he was one of the 
Lord’s people and that was what mat- 
tered. Many of the first Christians and 
many Christians today rank among the 
world’s nobodies, but they count for 
much to God. Our Golden Text says 
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of true Christians that they are “a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people” (1 
Pet. 2:9). Christians are “chosen” by 
God for high and holy service. They 
are “royal priests,” kingly people who 
can stand before God in prayer for 
others. They are “an holy nation,” 
bound together in loving loyalty to 
Christ and separated from the world 
and sin to serve Him. They are also “a 
peculiar people,” not odd, but special. 
All people belong to God, but Chris- 
tians are His special people, a special 
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treasure, particularly precious to God. 
Yes, the boy was right in thinking he 
counted for much in God’s sight and 
when we become the Lord’s by receiv- 
ing the Saviour, we become part of the 
privileged people of God. Then we 
want to- live so as to bring honor to 
Him who has brought us ouf of sin’s 
darkness into His marvelous light. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“But ye are a chosen generation . , . 
(1 Pet. 2:9).—What a rich, fourfold 
blessing this verse reveals! “A chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar [or purchased] peo- 
ple.” 

“A chosen generation,” or race, which 
was comprised of all believers from 
among all the races of humanity. God 
is sovereign and has a perfect right to 
choose whomsoever He will. But He 
elects according to His foreknowledge 
(1 Pet. 1:2). All who respond to the 
Gospel call and believe the truth shall 
obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ (2 Thess. 2:13, 14). The colored 
preacher said he never had heard of 
an election where there was no candi- 
date. A candidate is one who is seek- 
ing an office or an honor. So, to all 
who desire the honor of belonging to 
this chosen race, we would say, “Believe 
the Gospel of Christ, then you and 
others will know that you have been 
elected.” 


“A royal lor kingly] priesthood . , .” 
(1 Pet. 2:9).—This must come as a star- 
tling revelation to multitudes of people 
who have become accustomed to the 
intermediary of a priest! All true Chris- 
tians constitute the “holy” (v. 5) and 
“royal” (v. 9) priesthood today. 

As the holy priesthood, we offer spir- 
itual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
our great High Priest, Jesus Christ. As 
the kingly priesthood, we have a pres- 
ent, and a future ministry. At present 
we are to “shew forth the praises +{or 
excellencies] of him who hath called 
{us] . . . out of. darkness into his. mar- 
vellous light.” In that future day when 
the Lord Jesus shall be a “priest upon 
his throne” (Zech. 6:13), we shall be 
commissioned to dispense His judgment; 
for we shall even judge angels (1 Cor. 
6:2, 3). 


“An holy [or consecrated] nation” (1 
Pet. 2:9).—As such we are to “abstain 
from fieshly lusts, which war against 
the soul.” We are to have our be- 
havior honest among the nations, “that, 
whereas they speak evil against you as 
evildoers, they may by your good works, 
which they shall behold, glorify God 
in the day of visitation.” 

The poet, Pope, in his “Essay on Man,” 
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said, “An honest. man’s the noblest work 
of God.” 


“A peculiar people [or a people for a 
possession]” (1 Pet. 2:9).—Weymouth 
renders it, “a people belonging specially 
to God.” Never did a monarch value 
his collection of precious stones as the 
Lord delights in His possession of re- 
deemed jewels! 
Oh that when Christians meet and part, 
These words were graved on every heart— 
They’re dear to God! 

However willful and unwise, 

We'll look on them with loving eyes— 
They’re dear to God! 


SACRIFICIAL “GIVING NEEDED 


Satan opposes—but God's work qoes 
forward. The Bible Coach is now 
in operation on the frontiers between 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
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salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. 
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Indigenous church and first Bible school in the 
country established. Hold up the hands of devoted 
native workers. Swell their number with your 
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. God loveth a cheerful giver” (2 twenty, and some a hundredfold. But 


Cor. 9:7).—Another privilege of all 
members of the Church, which is His 
body, is that of giving to Him. There 
are some persons who are so independ- 
ent that they will not accept anything 
in a financial way from anyone. They 
must always be the givers—never re- 
ceivers. But the Lord permits and en- 
courages us to honor Him with our sub- 
stance and with the first fruits of our 
increase. When we give to Him, it 
is likened to the sowing of seed. And 
when we sow there is possibility of a 
thirty to a hundredfold increase! Our 
giving should be with purpose of heart, 
and joyously. How true as the poet 
has said: 

We all can do more than we have done, 

And not be a whit the worse; 
It never was loving that emptied the heart, 
Nor giving that emptied the purse. 

“Bear ye one another’s burdens . . 
(Gal, 6:2).—Because we are members 
one of another, we are privileged to 
bear one another’s burdens, such as 
weaknesses, trials, and persecutions. 
The trouble of one should be met by 
the sympathy and help of all. 

While driving across one of our West- 
ern deserts, the water in our radiator 
started to boil furiously. To our sur- 
prise we learned we had lost our fan 
belt. The nearest help was ten miles 
distant. While my wife and I sought 
divine help, along came a car. A young 
man—a total stranger—stepped out, 
came over to us, and sizing up the sit- 
uation, amazed us by asking, “Have you 
been praying about this?” We soon 
learned he was a Christian on his way 
to a Bible school. He joyously drove 
the ten miles, purchased a new fan belt, 
drove back, and put it on for us. We 
needed his help; and he needed the 
money which we gave him for all he 
had done! 

“For every man shall bear his own 
burden” (Gal, 6:5).—Referring again to 
the incident just related above, suppos- 
ing I had said to the young man, after 
he had attended to the need of the car, 
“I am on my way to Oklahoma City 
to conduct a series of specia] services; 
what can you do about that?” Undoubt- 
edly, he would have answered: “I can 
do nothing about that. You will have 
to fulfill that engagement. That is your 
responsibility!” The Lord has given 
each of us our Own work to do; and 
no one can do it for us. That is so. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, sowing and reaping 
sounds like a farmer’s business; but, 
believe me, boy, you are here to sow 
and reap, whether you live th the city 
or ona farm. And the seeds come up 
and bear their fruit, some ten, some 


” 
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what kind of fryit? That depends on 
how and what you sow. 

In our lesson text today Paul is tell- 
ing the Corinthians that they will reap 
according as they sow: sow sparingly, 
reap sparingly; sow bountifully, reap 
bountifully. He wrote to the Galatians: 
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Lesson for February 2 


“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap. For he that soweth to 
his flesh shall of the flesh reap corrup- 
tion; but he that soweth to the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting” 
(6:7, 8). Hosea the prophet pronounced 
God’s judgment upon Israel when he 
said, “For they have sown the wind, 
and they shall reap the whirlwind: it 
hath no stalk: the bud shall yield no 
meal” (8:7). 

That which gives me pause when I 
think of it is the fact that a fellow sows 
whether he wants to or not, Even in 
idleness he sows, and is apt to sow dis- 
astrously, for the harvest can be rotten- 
ness. Ecclesiastes 10:18 says, “By much 
slothfulness the building decayeth; and 
through idleness of the hands the house 
droppeth through.” You have a job 
scheduled for this morning and you 
wake up in time, but “the job can wait” 
and the bed feels so good and you turn 
over to sleep again. Proverbs 6:9-11 
is saying to you: “How long wilt thou 
sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise 
out of thy sleep? Yet a little sleep, a 
little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to sleep: so shall thy poverty 
come as one that travelleth, and thy 
want as an armed man.” The farmer 
has to rise and go out into the field 
to sow the grain, but the sluggard can 
begin sowing before he gets out of bed. 

Yet, idleness is not the worst kind of 
sowing. There is a sowing to the ap- 
petite. It is called “lust” in the Bible. 
James says: “Every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his own lust, 
and enticed. Then when lust hath con- 
ceived, it bringeth forth sin, and sin 
when it is finished, bringeth forth death” 
(1:13, 14). Many men are dying before 
their time—at the ages of 35, 40, 50, and 
60, the tissues of life exhausted because 
of sowing the seeds of dissipation in 
their teens and early twenties—not all, 
of course, but the great majority. When 
I see a young fellow beginning to take 
a social drink of liquor, smoking ciga- 
rettes, and reveling until after mid- 
night, I think of the college boy, son of 
a wealthy father, getting on a binge 
and tossing ten-dollar bills into the 
street—finally ending up a pauper at 40 
and dying in the county home. The 
money and the physical health he 
wasted was as nothing compared to the 
loss of his spiritual life—eternally. 

Fellows, whatever sowing you do be- 
gins in the heart—in the thought life. 
The farmer considers the seed, and plans 
before he sows—then the sowing and 
afterward the reaping. When you see 
him sowing out there in the field you 
may be sure he has already gotten the 
consent of his mind as to “what” and 
“how.” It is the same with the sowing 
of vicious seeds; there is at least a brief 
moment before the act when.your judg- 
ment acts, good or bad. No one sows 
unknowingly. And it need not be, for 
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Enjoy financial security 
in an insecure world 


Thousands of men and women are 
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and downs of the stock market. 

They are secure, and enjoy better- 
than-average returns on their money, 
large deductions in income tax, and 
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ment of the world. 
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Bible Society Annuity Agreements. 
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Society has been writing annuities 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Panics of 1873, 1893 and 1929—every 
annuity payment was made on time 
for the full amount. No wonder these 
annuities are recommended as safe, 
proper investments by so many 
banks and counsellors. 

These annuities which are such a 
blessing to those who own them also 
bless mankind, for they help the 
Society in its vital ministry of bring- 
ing the Bible to people everywhere 
in their own language. 

Prompt, full payments 


without fail 
for over a century 





Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SSB-81, 








Zone State 








End Worry | 

With An 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 

ABS. 
prea e entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
Agreement | Name 
? | 

senocouron | Address 

TODAY! De = 


me ee ee a aaa ee arr 








52 (12) * 


God is gracious and has provided the 
Holy Spirit as our ever-present monitor. 
“And thine ears shall hear a word be- 
hind thee, saying, This is the way, walk 
ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, 
and when ye turn to the left” (Isa. 
30:21), 

Sow a Thought, and you reap an Act; 

Sow an Act, and you reap a Habit; 

Sow a Habit, and you reap a Character; 

Sow a Character, and you reap a Destiny. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we will learn the song, “An- 

gry Words.” I hope the words of 
this chorus will ring in our hearts all 
week. If we truly love one another, 
we will bring joy to our Saviour’s heart 
and be a testimony to the world. Who 
will tell the story of “Karen’s Little 
Brother” next Sunday? Thank you, 
Mary. 

We have had four lessons about the 
Church. We have learned that there 
is only one Church, composed of all be- 
lievers in the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
moment you and I accepted Him as our 
Saviour, we were brought into His 
Church by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
thus linked with all the redeemed from 
the day of Pentecost till the present 
time. After we have been brought into 
Christ’s invisible Church, we should be- 
come affiliated with a local church. A 
local church is composed of believers 
who live near enough to one another 
to come together for worship, Bible 
study, prayer, and a Gospel witness. 

A Christian man once said to a min- 
ister, “I see no need of joining a local 
church; I belong to Christ’s true Church, 
and that’s enough.” Leaning down to 
the fireplace, the preacher took the 
tongs and separated one of the glowing 
embers from the fire. Soon it lost its 
warmth and red glow, and became black 
and cold. The minister said, “The be- 
liever who stays away from gatherings 
of other Christians will soon grow cold.” 
We need one another to maintain a 
glowing testimony for our Lord, 

This morning we are going to look 
up some of the Scriptures that prove 
this. Turn to 1 Peter 2:9, 10 to see 
what Peter says, by the Holy Spirit, to 
the Church of Christ. These wonder- 
ful words are not addressed to an in- 
dividual believer but tg the Church. 
No one Christian could be called a 
chosen generation, or a holy nation. The 
people of God are to show forth to- 
gether the praises of Him who has called 
us “out of darkness into his marvellous 
light.” A church building was once 
built purposely ‘without any arrange- 
ment for lighting. Each individual wor- 
shiper carried his own candle when he 
came, When the Church was full, it 
was beautifully lit! Just so, we need to 
put our little lights together that the 
united glow may attract the unsaved. 

Next we will read 2 Corinthians 9:6-8. 
No Christian life is complete and happy 
without the grace of giving. If we are 
affiliated with a local church, we will 
learn to give regularly, and together 
we can do what we could not do sep- 
arately. For instance, few of us could 
by ourselves support a missionary, but 
by giving together we can support more 
than one. 

Galatians 6:1-5 comes next on our list. 
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Here again we find things we should 
do, which we cannot do alone. The 
spiritual Christians in the church are 
unitedly to restore one who is sinning, 
We can pray for him together, and plan 
together how best to help him. 

We are to bear one another’s burdens. 
Some people have imagined a contra- 
diction between verse 2 and verse 5. 
It is not a contradiction, but the Holy 
Spirit’s care that God’s Word be not 
misappropriated. We are to bear the, 
burdens of others, but not to insist that 
they bear ours. A college professor 
told me once that he thought Commu- 
nism, in its ideal state, was similar to 
Christianity since both believed that the 
fortunate should share with those less 
fortunate. I told him I thought they 
were exactly opposite. There is all the 
difference in the world between a poor 
man’s going to a rich man and saying, 
“You’ve got to divide up with me or 
be shot!” and a rich man’s going to a 
poor man and saying, “I want to share 
my money with you in the name of 
Christ.” Christianity never suggests 
that anyone should:try to get something 
from another, but it does tell those who 
have to give to those who have not. 

Look next at Hebrews 4:14-16. Here 
we are told to “hold fast our profes- 
sion.” Christians should make a: pro- 
fession of their faith in Christ, and then 
hold it fast. The local church is the 
logical place to make public confession 
of Christ, and then, as we continue at- 
tending the services and helping in 
every way we can, we are holding that 
profession fast. 

Now read Hebrews 10:23-25. Many 
people who used to attend church serv- 
ices regularly have gotten out of the 
habit. God says that we are not to be 
like that. We are to be more and more 
faithful as we “see the day approach- 
ing.” What day? The day of our Lord’s 
return to take His Church to her 
heavenly Home. That day is fast ap- 
proaching. Let us do theSe things so 
that we may meet our Lord with joy 
instead of shame. 





During this quarter we are using the 
Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct Toward 
Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 


Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1, 
postpaid. 
FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 
What is conversion? It is the touch 


of God upon a soul that is dead; the 
power of the Highest overshadowing 
him, so. that he is born again, not of 
flesh, but of God. The same Spirit that 
brought the Lord Jesus into the world 
must come into our lives, making us 
new creatures, affecting a new creation, 
imparting to us a new nature, so that 
we are made one with God—T. T. 
Shields, D.D., in the Keswick Calendar. 
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CONCORDIA 


Completely New! 


CONCORDIA'S 


VBS MATERIAL 
FOR 1958 


Px 5.) Built around inviting theme 
a 


“Let's Learn About God” 


.- Pretested for specific appeal 
in each age group 


The aim of Concordia’s 1958 VBS course is to 
broaden the child’s concept of God, stimulate growth 
in faith and in the Christian way of life. 
Material is specifically designed and written 
for each age group. 


Exclusive with Concordia 

¢ One stop shopping—aAll materials 
included for activity projects 

e New and stimulating Bible-centered 


lessons for five departments, ages 
three to fourteen 


¢ Promotion and attendance-building 
materials . . . letters, knob-hangers, 
post cards, buttons, bulletins, posters, 
pupil certificates, worker certificates. 


e Above accessories also available 
with “Church School” wording 


See your Religious Bookseller | 
for complete sample kit 
: $3.95 each 


PUBLISHING HOUSE 


ST. LOUIS 18, MISSOURI 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
How We Help Our Church 
(2 Cor. 9:7, 8; Heb. 10:24, 25a; Luke 4:14-16) 


SE the same figures of children and 

leader on the flannel board as for 
last Sunday. Add a church, which may 
be cut from a picture and backed with 
outing flannel. A church usually has 
a name. Ours is called , because 
The church on -the flannel board 
is called The Church of Love. The 
name tells of the love of Christ, who 

















SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 

Bible school, day and night classes; free 
correspondence school; literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 

Prayer helpers urgently needed. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














Introducing 





“The Whole Word for the Whole World” 


An evangelical foreign missions work with no 
entangling alliances with modernism, dedicated 
to Bible doctrine and methods. 


Missions to Chile, Peru, and Korea. 


Pioneer evangelism, Bible institute and seminary 
teaching, establishing New Testament churches. 


Executive Committee: Dr. T. Stanley Soltau, 
President; Rev. L. LaVerne Donaldson, Vice- 
President; Rev. Robert F, Auffarth, Recording 
Secretary; Mr. J. Emile Krauss, Treasurer; Dr. 
. Oliver Buswell, Jr.; Dr. Robert G. Rayburn; 
t. Preson P. Phillips, Jr. 
For information, write: 
Rev. William A. Mahlow, General Secretary 
1617 W. 14th Street Wilmington 6, Del. 
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“hath loved us, and ” (let chil- 
dren complete the verse, Eph. 5:2). 
Those who are truly members of this 
church love Christ, and like Peter can 
say, “Thou art ” (Matt, 16:16). 
The members of this church, whether 
leaders or children, are kind, loving, 
and forgiving to one another as the 
Bible tells them, (Review the verses.) 

The minister of this church is Mr. 
Patten. (Or, if you have a picture of 
a woman, the teacher of this Sunday 
school class is Miss Brown. Or have 
pictures for both.) Who of you will tell 
about Mr. Patten’s work in the church? 
(Review the work of any other leaders 
you considered last week.) How do 
these boys and girls help their leaders 
and their church, if they do what the 
Bible tells them? (Respect, obedience, 
co-operation were considered last week.) 

Donna (indicate one of the girls on 
the flannel board, and put in her hand a 
coin, disproportionately large, cut from 
a picture, or a piece of white paper 
to imitate an offering envelope) says: 
“T help in another way. Every Sunday 
I bring an offering to church from my 
allowance. The Bible says we should 
plan how much to give, and give it 
gladly. God can give us so, sO much 
that we will have enough to help every 
good thing. You can read it yourself 
in 2 Corinthians 9:7, 8.” (Have the 
children read it.) Do you help in this 
way? (Explain the usé of the money.) 

Sam (point to a boy) says: “There’s 
another way we help our church. We 
come every Sunday, not just when we 
feel like it. We try to get others to 
come, and to do what is right. I have 
brought Charles today. [Place a boy 
beside him.] He had planned to go 
skating, but when I talked with him 
about coming to the Lord’s house on 
the Lord’s Day, he changed his mind 
and came. Have you read what the 
Bible says in Hebrews 10:24, 25?” (Read 
and discuss why regular attendance is 
important.) 

“Do you know what?” exclaims Ruth 
(point to an eager-faced girl, and put 
a Bible in her hand). “I am to read 
the Scripture verses in opening exer- 
cises of Sunday school today. The 
superintendent asked me-to. At first I 
was scared to think of getting up be- 
fore all the boys and girls, Then I re- 
membered that I belong to the Lord 
Jesus and His Spirit lives in me. It 
must have been He who whispered to 
me the verse we learned, ‘I can do all 
things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me’ (Phil. 4:13). And Mother 
helped me practice reading the words 
clearly and slowly. It was Mother who 
read to me from the Bible how the Lord 
Jesus stood up and, read the Bible in 
His home church. [Teacher, read to 
class Luke 4:14a, 16.] Joan is helping 
by reciting a poem, and Tim is playing 
a hymn on his trumpet. What do you 
do in your church?” (Discuss. Per- 
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haps your department should plan to 
use the children more.) 

“Nobody has mentioned another way 
we help,” James adds (another boy on 
the flannel board). “We may not have 
much money, and we can’t do much 
important talking, but we can pray, The 
Lord Jesus listens to us just as much 
as to the grownups. He was a boy 
once. He knows just how we feel and 
how to help us. Not just us, but our 
church and minister and everybody! 
He tells us not to be afraid to come 
and ask Him for help and blessing. You 
can read it in Hebrews 4:15, 16.” (Dis- 
cuss church and missionary needs which 
children can understand and pray for.) 

“For we are labourers together with 
God” (1 Cor. 3:9, Memory Verse. Use 
“labourers” as the key word.) In which 
of the ways we have talked about will 
you help? Tell us next time what you 
have done. 

ORONO, MAINE, 

te 


For Primary Teachers | 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ET us suppose that someone wrote 

a story about you. And this is the 
way it began: “It was a cold, snowy 
morning. Jimmy hopped out of bed, 
slipped his feet into his moccasins, and 
donned his nice, warm bathrobe. Then, 
as his custom was, he opened the bed- 
room door and called, ‘Good morning, 
Mother, I’m up.’ Then he slicked back 
his hair, brushed his teeth, and dashed 
down the stairs to the cellar. He gath- 
ered an armful of logs and took them 
up to the fireplace. Then, using all 
the precautions that he had learned as 
a Brownie Scout, he started a fire. It 
was only on snowy mornings that he 
did this. For, you see, it was the cus- 
tom at Jimmy’s house to eat breakfast 
by the toasty warm fireplace on cold, 
snowy mornings.” 

We are just supposing all of this, you 
understand. But tell me, what does it 
mean when it says he opened the bed- 
room door “as his custom was,” and that 
the custom was to eat breakfast by the 
fireplace when it was cold and snowy? 
Think hard, now. Lois, your hand was 
up first. Tell me the meaning of the 
word custom as we have used it here. 
. . . You are exactly right. Custom 
means “habit”—the thing we do again 
and again and again, 

Let us turn in our Bibles to the fourth 
chapter of Luke. Tell me what is the 
first word in the sixteenth verse. Yes, 
it is “And.” Now you follow closely 
while I read it to you. This is talking 
about the Lord Jesus’ visiting His home 
town of Nazareth. We are told here of 
something that was His custom, Listen 
carefully, now. (Teacher will please 
read verse.) What did the Lord Jesus 
do, Sally? Yes, He went to the syna- 
gogue (or church) “as his custom was.” 
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Lesson for February 2 


And what does that mean? Yes, it 
means that He went every single Sab- 
bath Day without missing. That was 
His habit. And a mighty good one, 
wasn’t it? He had perfect attendance! 
The Lord Jesus was the Son of God. 
He had been with the Father since the 
very beginning. Why did He have to 
go to church? He was absolutely per- 
fect. He knew all about everything. 
Why, then, did He go to church regu- 
larly? Because He went—as everyone 
else should—-to worship His Father God. 
Because of who He is, He was able to 
tell those who worshiped that the por- 
tion He read .was speaking of Him. 
The Bible warns us that we who love 
the Lord Jesus Christ are not to follow 
the custom of some who do not meet 
together to worship God (Heb. 10:25). 
To be absent from God’s house is much 
like forsaking or deserting God. This, 
of course, is a dreadful thing. So we 
are to obey the Word of God and meet 


together regularly with others who love 


the Lord. 

The worship of God includes many 
things. Primarily, of course, we are to 
be thinking of Him. We think of Him 
and of His love gift, the Lord Jesus, as 
we sing the wonderful hymns’ As we 
think of the meaning of the words and 
sing those words from our hearts, we 
worship Him. We think of Him and 
worship Him as we pray. God is sitting 
on His throne in Heaven, We pray to 
Him, the one who has shown His love 
and grace toward us. So the Bible 
refers to our praying as our coming to 
“the throne of grace” (Heb. 4:16). We 
do not approach God with fear, as we 
pray. We come reverently, confidently 
telling it all out to Him—everything 
that is on our hearts. God loves to 
hear His! children pray. 

As we approach God, realizing His 
matchless holiness and our own sinful- 
ness, we are aware that sometimes we 
fail to forgive others for wrongs they 
have done. When we truly worship 
Him we see at once that we, too, do 
things that are not right. Then, as we 
are worshiping our Heavenly Father, 
we ask His forgiveness and we forgive 
others (Gal, 6:1). 

Our worship of God includes singing 
hymns, praying, listening to the pastor 
as he teaches from God’s Word. It also 
includes giving. The generous gifts we 
give to God prove our love for Him 
(2 Cor. 9:6-8)—the love which we say 
we have as we sing and pray. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa, 








A new product for the church, Sunday | 
school, or home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
oughly dependable. Those whe make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad to tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 

pay to read them every week. i 
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YOU START A 
P.B.I. 





- This time : 
next month 


you'll know CORRESPONDENCE 
the BIBLE better COURSE NOW 
























From your very first lesson you will... 


¢ find new pleasure in Bible reading 
¢ have greater insight into difficult Bible passages 
¢ feel more confident when discussing the Bible with others 
¢ be more effective as a Sunday school teacher 
RE ¢ be more convincing as a personal worker or youth leader. 


Lessons are prepafed by well-known Bible teachers. You study at your own 
speed — your lessons are individually corrected by our staff members. You 
receive a personalized certificate upon completion of each course. 


Write today for information to Dept. $ 


PHILADELPHIA BIBLE INSTITUTE 


1800 Arch Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 












Ask your bookseller 
to show you these superb 


(eid Libis 


02227x 3 
The best Bible buy today —SS 


A de luxe Oxford Bible at an 
irresistibly low price. Marrakesh 
Persian Morocco binding, leather 
lined. Concordance, new Bible 
Study Helps, 12 pages of colored 
maps, numerous other features. 
5 x 7%, only 1%,” thick. In red or 
black, Only $10.75 



















179x A Scofield Bible 
in a new gift binding 
A Scofield Concordance Bible with 
large type, bound in luxurious nat- 
ural grain Morocco, leather lined. 
Contains all the famous Scofield 
features. A magnificent gift that 


will be treasured forever. 542 x 8%, 
only %” thick. $22.00 







More than 200 styles, 
priced from $3.00 to $155.00 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS * N. Y.11 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


21st EDITION 


we BibIC 
Dbook 





The Child of a King.—But ye are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood 
(1 Pet. 2:9, Golden Text). A Christian 
cobbler in Germany, as he plied his 
humble craft, used to sit at the door 
of his little cottage singing out his joy 
and gratitude in praise and thanksgiv- 
ing to his God. One day there passed 
along a Jew, and as he passed he was 
attracted by the joy of the humble cob- 
bler, and he said to him, “My friend, you 
seem exceedingly happy.” “Indeed,” 
said the cobbler, “I am, and good rea- 
son have I for being so, for you must 
understand I am a King’s son.” The 
Jew murmured, “Poor lunatic,” and 
passed on his way. A day or two after, 
he had occasion to pass the cottage 
again. “Good morning to your Royal 
Highness,” said he, with a rather scorn- 
ful reference to his remark of a few 
days before. “Good morning,” said the 
cobbler, “but pray do not pass on so 
quickly; please give me a moment's op- 
portunity to explain my meaning.” The 
Jew halted, and the Christian told out 
in his own happy and humble way his 
good and sober reasons for calling him- 
self a King’s son, with the result that 
his Jewish friend became himself also 
the son of a King.—From Hy Pickering. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
PEWS, PULPIT 2 CHANCEL My | Eng. 
FURNITURE An Evil Tribe Converted—Which in 
time past were not a people, but are 
now the people of God (1 Pet. 2:10). 
Deep in the forests of the Belgian Congo 
live a tribe of small, agile people known 
; as the Bapere. With a population of 


{Formerly known as “Pocket Bible Handbook’’} 


Book OF a Lifetime... FOR a Lifetime 
Loved alike by ... Young and Old 
Widely Used in Colleges and Seminaries 
Highly Commended by leading Magazines 
Specially Useful for S S Teachers 
it is an Abbreviated Bible Commentary, 
with Notes on Books of the Bible, their Historical, 
Geographical and Chronological Backgrounds, 

with 75 Illustrative Maps: 

Amazing Archaeological Discoverie 
Confirming or Illustrating Bible History, with 7 
Authentic Photographic Reproductions: 
Related Historical Data from the Annals of 
Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, Greece and 
Rome, touching the Bible Story: 

‘How We Got the Bible, Formation of Old and 


New Testaments, Apocryphal Books, Manu- 
scripts and Early Christian Writings: 


An Epitome of Church History, Connecting 
Bible Times with Our Own; Early Church Fath- 
ers, Persecutions, Rise of the Papacy, the 
Luther and the Reformation. 


Now Contains Select Bible Verses. There 
isnothing published, of its size, that has anything 
like as much practical Biblical information. 


{Further particulars sent on request} 
4x 6% x 1% inches 
956 Pages Cloth Bound $3.00 


Order from your Bookstore or 


H.H. HALLEY, Box 774, chicagé90, m. 














¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
EDINGTON Ne 


Dept. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 








The Lord Is at Work in the Holy Land 


“SPITE 


oon 





Our blessed opportunities in ISRAEL 
are growing. 


More orphans and needy children are 
being helped. Obligations at our Orphan- 
age in Haifa are increasing. 


Conditions there are God’s ‘‘CHALLENGE”’ 
WHO WILL BE THE 
LORD’S “HELPING HANDS”? 


The cry from there Is 
*““COME OVER and HELP US!” 





Your co-operation and prayers will be 
greatly appreciated. 





Rev. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and General 
Director, with two of our orphans. 


Kindly send donations to Headquarters: 
THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 
252 N. Dillon Street 


Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, California 
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only 5,000 scattered among many small 
villages, they have been known as a 
wicked arf@ immoral people. A hun- 
dred years ago they were so fierce that 
they raided and massacred villages of 
other tribes. With the coming of the 
white man and a stronger government, 
these raids were largely stopped, but 
the Bapere were still hated and feared 
by the larger Wanandi tribe, 210,000 
population, who lived around them. All 
efforts to reach the Bapere with the 
Gospel seemed to fail, but beginning 
in 1951 the Spirit of God seemed to lay 
hold of these people and hundreds were 
saved. Entire villages have turned to 
Christ. Government officials are amazed 
that in these villages where they heard 
heathen drums and saw drunken brawls, 
now they find men and women praying 
and preaching Christ. The change has 
been so remarkable that an African 
chief who recently visited the area 
complained because he could find no one 
to drink beer with him. A few months 
ago a missionary made a 200-mile trip 
deep into the Ituri forest, where there 
are no roads and the rivers are crossed 
by swinging bridges made of vines, in 
order to baptize 14 converts and hold a 
Bible conference and organize a church. 
At the organizational meeting, both 
Bapere and Wan&ndi men were elected 
to serve together on the board of dea- 
cons—a living testimony that all the 
animosity and hatfed of the past is gone. 
—From the Conservative Baptist (Feb., 
1957). Sent by Albert Mygatt, Azxtell, 
Kans. 


Great Help at Little Cost—Bear ye 
one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2). A 
leper in the leprosarium in Trinidad 
was given a copy of the little booklet 
of the Scripture Gift Mission entitled, 
“Words of Comfort.” After only one 
week he sent word that g many had 
borrowed it to read that he had lost 
track of it and wondered if he could 
possibly have another as it brought so 
much blessing to his heart. That little 
book costs fourpence in England. (Three 
cents each from American Scripture 
Gift Mission, 325 N. 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 7.) What small efforts may help 
in bearing one another’s burdens! As 
Bishop How’s hymn says: . 

To comfort and to bless, 

To find a balm for woe, 

To tend the lone and fatherless 

Is angels’ work below. 


The captive to release, 
To God the lost to bring, 
To teach the way of life and peace— 
It is a Christ-like thing. 
—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng, 


He Knows Our Frame.—For we have 
not an high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirm- 
ities (Heb. 4:15). A true story comes 
from This Week magazine, 1944, of an 
American officer who became ‘lost in a 
Londor# “pea-souper” while en route to 
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see’ his dying son in St. Gregory’s Hos- 
pital. It was felt that the father’s pres- 
ence might rally the boy and save his 
life. In answer to his plea for someong 
to help him in the fog that obscured the 
very building within his reach, a hand 
was slipped into his and he was guided 
to the steps of the hospital. His guide, 
never seen, departed with these words, 
“Blind, sir; got it at Dunkirk.” His ex- 
perience of blindness made it possible 
for him to lead the way unseen. He, 
having been there himself, could be 
touched with the infirmities of the offi- 
cer.—From the Evangelical International 
Sunday School Lesson Quarterly. Sent 
by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Tell All—Let wus therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need (Heb. 4:16). 
Usually we associate loudness, crude- 
ness, and perhaps fearlessness and 
strength with this characteristic called 
“boldness.” But the original word lit- 
erally means, “‘to tell all.” ‘his carries 
with it an idea of unburdening, and only 
then the idea of boldness. We must 
never go to God in prayer’in a way 
that would detract from His holiness, 
We must not rush heedlessly into His 
divine presence, and yet we must come 
freely, openly, pouring out the whole 
story into His understanding ears, con- 
fident that He will listen to us. A little 
child got into difficulty with his play- 
mates. The result was a tear-stained 
little face, turned upward toward the 
face of Mother, as the child poured out 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 48) 

1. It signifies possession—God’s own 
people. 

2. The passage in Hosea refers pri- 
marily to restored Israel. Peter widens 
it to embrace the Gentiles. 

3. (1) The law of kind (Gal. 6:7), and 
(2) the law of proportion (2 Cor. 9:6). 

4. It should be thoughtful, willing, and 
joyful. 

5. In verse 2 the word refers to crush- 
ing loads, while in verse 5 it refers to 
a legitimate and proper responsibility. 

6. The high priest going through the 
court and the holy place of the Taber- 
nacle into the holy of holies. 

7. His compassion, as having shared 
our experience of temptation. 

8. They found no “response mechan- 
ism” in Him as they do in us. He was 
“without sin.” 

9. Our manner with each other is to 
call forth love and good works (Heb, 
10: 24). 

10. The practice of assembly and 
mutual encouragement (Heb. 10:25). 

EL_MuurstT, ILL, 
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his tale of dire woe, “telling all.” The 
child knew where he could get an audi- 
ence—an audience who would under- 
stand, who would listen patiently. Let 
us come to God with childlike trust, 
with boldness, telling Him all—From 
Arthur W. Hoogstrate, in Daily Manna. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


He Never Breaks a Promise.—He is 
faithful that promised (Heb. 10:23). I 
took my clock to be mended and the 
watchmaker promised to let me have it 
on a certain day. But it wasn’t done. 
“I’m going away tomorrow, and I need 
the clock,” I said. “That’s all right,” 
he answered. “I'll have it ready for 
you by twelve o’clock noon tomorrow.” 
“Are you sure?” I asked. “Yes,” he 
said; “certain.” But when I went at 
twelve o’clock next day, it wasn’t done. 
He was sorry, but he had been busy. 
There are lots of folk like that: they 
make promises, but they don’t keep 
them. They always have excuses. They 
seem to think, as we sometimes say, 
that “promises are like piecrusts—made 
to be broken. But they aren't, you 
know. Promises are made to be kept. 
When we have made a promise, we 
must keep it if we possibly can. No 
one makes so many and such wonder- 
ful promises as God does. And He 
never breaks one of them. Once God 
has made a promise you can be quite 
certain that He will keep it, for “he 
is faithful that promised.”—From G. 
Osborn Gregory, in the Methodist Re- 
corder. Sent by J. A, Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


An Occasion for Praise.—Not forsak- 
ing the assembling of ourselves together 
(Heb. 10:25). Fire ruined the First Pres- 
byterian Church building at Dayton, 
Kentucky. The pastor decided to con- 
duct services temporarily in the Sunday 
school building, which holds 200 people. 
A reporter said: “As I understand it, 
you have 365 members. What will you 
do if they all turn up some Sunday?” 
“T’'ll praise the Lord!” said the pastor. 
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S. z. We have the new loose™ 

leaf as well as 35 other 

styles to choose from. 

Write for catalog describing Scofields and zi cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 
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MAKE MONEY 
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Let The Successful 


‘‘MIRACLOTH”’ PLAN 
Do The Job For You 


Do you want extra cash for charity? Need a wall map or other 
equipment for your class or group? . 

Does your church need a new organ, beautiful new stained 
glass windows? All your activities can be helped by making 
extra money this easy way. The key to obtaining extra cash 
for worthy projects can well be ““Miracloth’”—the miracle all- 
purpose cloth ...the handiest helper any home can ever have. 


“Miracloth”’ Sells On Sight Ali you do is have your 
workers take orders from among friends, neighbors, mem- 
bers for this sensational cloth. Each package contains 8 big 
24” x 18” cloths in 4 different colors. These wonderful cloths 
are lint-free, rinse clean and fresh. The cloth performs all 
household and cleaning chores quicker and better. Never 
needs laundering. Reusable over and over again. 


Make $100 Te $1,000 Whatever your church needs are— 
they can be realized. The amount of extra money your group 
raises depends only upon the cooperation of your members. 


Sell 200 packa 

 § $100—-sell 6 
packages, make $250 
—sell 1000 packages, 


make $500—sell 2, 
packages, make $1,000. 






Get all the facts about the 


Pp f a 
make extra money. Just 
write today and we will 
forward our proven plan 
to you complete in every 
detail. 


CHICOPEE MFG. CORP. 
P.O. Box 68, Dept. ST-1, Milltown, N.J. 





“MEETS OUR NEEDS AS NO OTHER!” 


¢ “How thankful | am for Prophecy Monthly. 

It gives spiritual feasts not only to me but to 
hundreds who share them through translations 
| publish’’— says missionary in South India. 
Don't miss this jam-packed digest of worid 
news interpreted in the light of prophecy plus 
spiritual vitamins needed by all God's people. 


PROPHECY 


“Nothing like it"—"'Different from any other Christian magazine" say 
enthusiastic readers. Searching articles by Bible scholars, timelytopics 
and snappy news flashes, useful in conversation and talks. Many 
y¥—8 truly fruitful ministry. . 


8 Months Trial Only $1.00 —Send your Order Today 


subscribe for th and a missi 








a 





This Faith Work devoted to world-distribution of Bible study materials has been used of God and richly blessed for over @ quarter 





of a century. © Trial Subscription $1 h 


Name 





Adécees 


O Please send Free Sample Copy 





Clip and mail to PROPHECY MONTHLY, Dept. T, P.O. Box 41198T, Los Angeles 41, Calif. 
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Have you, by your attendance at serv- 
ices, given someone the occasion to 
praise the Lord?—From Now. Sent by 
Mrs. A. J. Levengood, Dayton, Tenn. 
Prize illustration. , 


Excited About the Bible 
(Continued from page 45) 


as he threw his report on the table, one 
night, and refused a late supper to try 
to relax on the couch. “The boss put 
the pressure on me today. My job is at 
stake!” 

Much of this came out in the tele- 
phone conversation I had with hith that 
week end. His pride was hurt and his 
self-confidence shattered. His need 
made him receptive to my invitation to 
come to our Sunday evening couples’ 
fellowship, which had not interested 
him before. I hoped it would ease his 
distress and renew his hope. Finally, 
he said, “We'll come.” 

We were cordial when Jay and Jennie 
came that evening, though they sat there 
in gloomy silence the early part of the 
meeting. Jay had lost weight and it 
showed in his face as well as at his 
waist line. Jennie’s brow was wrinkled. 

I could see them pay strict attention, 
however, as Fred Blair, a young busi- 
nessman, told how Jesus Christ had 
picked him off the bottom of the heap 
and restored his self-respect through 
new business: success on a Christian 
foundation. “I feel that Jesus is with 
me all day long,” said Fred, “while the 
Bible has become my guidebook.” 

You should have seen the changing 
expression on Jay’s face. That was 
strong medicine for him to hear from a 
chap his own age. I could ’see the as- 
tonishment spread over his face, mixed 
with incredulity. Finally he had to 
speak, “If what you say is true, and you 
make it sound true, it’s what I need!” 

I watched him shake his head doubt- 
_fully, as though the experience he had 
heard about was like the pot of gold 
at the end of the rainbow—just out 
of reach. He knew that his Bible lay 
at home unopened, gathering dust. 
Church life was a conventional thing 
for him, primarily of social concern. 
Then he spoke again. “Jesus has never 
really been alive to me, but suddenly 
now I feel as though He has become 
alive!” 

It was a real effort for Jay to say all 
this. He had-never talked out loud like 
that about Christ to anyone before. The 
mere thought of doing so would have 
been a shock to him. But in the warm 
atmosphere of our couples’ group and 
the honest witness of Fred Blair, Jay’s 
hidden hunger was broken open and 
his real need laid bare, 

You would have been as amazed as 
I was to see Jay Strong leave the meet- 
ing that night with a new Friend. 
Openly he vowed thereafter to make 
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Christ his daily companion. A few days 
later, he came to our house to say, 
“Jesus is taking the worry out of my 
job and teaching me a real concern for 
my customers.” I could see the glow 
on his face and hear the new ring of 
assurance in his voice. “Jennie and I 
now read the Bible together every night. 
I wouldn’t have believed it could be so 
interesting. Every day I read some- 
thing that seems to have been written 
just for me!” ; 

He began to carry a pocket Testa- 
ment with Psalms, all the time. Some- 
times he would sit in his car between 
calls and read from it. “I read it aloud 
when I can,” he said. “I seem to get 
more out of the Bible by hearing the 
words as well as seeing them.” 

His lunch hour took on new meaning. 
Before this, often he ate alone in the cor- 
ner of the restaurant, harboring unhappy 
thoughts. Now people ‘seemed to be 
drawn to his table with a need to talk 
to someone. Now he was in the mood 
to listen to the troubles of others. 
“When I open my mouth,” he said, “the 
right words seem to tome to me to 
help a particular need.” Bible verses 
he had copied down to memorize, 
sprang from his lips with comfort and 
guidance for the other fellow’s diffi- 
culty. “No one seems offended at what 
I say,” he remarked in surprise. “To 
my amazement they thank me for what 
I tell them has been a help to me.” 

He began methodically to underline 
passages in the Bible and in his pocket 
Testament that spoke just to him. He 
would walk into our Sunday evening 
group and, sometimes before he was 
seated, he would pull out his Testament 
and speak of a few new verses that had 
blessed him that week. Listen to this, 
he said, as he read aloud from Romans 
10:8, 9, “The word is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, 
the word of faith ...; that if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God has raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved.” 

Your heart would have rejoiced to 
see the radiance on his face about those 
verses. They became special favorites 
to which he referred again and again. 
At a union Sunday evening service 
later on, when I asked four young fel- 
lows from our group to speak, Jay read 
that passage from Romans 10, as the 
basis for the witness of his personal 
experience. “The heart and the mouth 
are an important team,” he said. “If 
you believe something in your heart, 
don’t be afraid to open your mouth and 
Say so.” 

From that time on, Jay Strong, had 
his mouth open for the Lord, with Bible 
truth to back up his personal witness. 
“The Bible seems to be my own life 
story,” he said. “Why shouldn’t I get 
excited about it?” 


CENTRAL Square, N. Y, 
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News of the Aucas 
(Continued from page 46) 


how to win the friendship of this wild 
tribe. On our last survey flight we 
Saw signs of fear and of hostility such 
as we have never seen before. For 
the time being, project “Curaray” is 
closed down, awaiting the Lord’s fur- 
ther leading. 

Please pray much with us for the 
Lord’s guidance, and for His gracious 
protection at this time, and that it 
may please Him soon to break down 
the hostility of the Auca Indians, 


Wg 
A Request for Old Copies 


EADERS who have an accumulation 

of used copies of THE SuNpDAY 
ScuHoot Times may be glad to know 
that they can be used to good advan- 
tage on certain foreign fields. Mrs. 
Sarah F. Moore, associate editor of the 
Herald of His Coming, writes that old 
copies of the Times, and also used pic- 
ture rolls for Sunday schools, will be 
very acceptable to “Native Evangelism,” 
1236 S. Grand St. Los Angeles 15, 
Please mail them to this address post- 
paid, 





The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 2 


2. For Christ and the Church 
(Rom. 12:1) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE topic for this week’s meeting is 
the motto of the Christian Endeavor 
movement, and was first suggested by 
Dr. Francis E, Clark in 1887. This is a 
fitting choice since this Sunday is ob- 
served all over the world by Christian 


Endeavorers as Christian Endeavor Sun- , 


day. 

Years ago, in his book, “The Christian 
Endeavor Manual,” Dr. Francis E. Clark 
wrote: 

The further I travel, the more I see 
of societies in every land, the more 
I am convinced that these four prin- 
ciples are the essential and the only 
essential principles of the Christian 
Endeavor Society. Let me _ repeat 
them: 

1. Confession of Christ. 

2. Service for Christ, 

3. Loyalty to Christ’s church, 

4. Fellowship with Christ’s people. 

With these roots the Christian En- 
deavor tree will bear fruit in any soil, 
Cut away any of these roots in any 
clime, and the tree dies, 

These four principles are essential in 
any Christian young people’s organiza- 
tion whether it be called a Christian 
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Endeavor Society or by any other name. 
We shall do well, therefore, to examine 
our young people’s group with a view 
to determining whether or not these 
roots are being maintained in a healthy, 
vigorous, and growing condition. , 

se 

Confession of Christ is an essential in 
a Christian young people’s group, for 
we read, “If thou shalt confess with, thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
For with the heart man ‘believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salvation” (Rom. 
10:9, 10); and, “Whosoever shall confess 
me before men, him shall the Son of 
man also confess before the angels of 
God” (Luke 12:8). 

The Christian Endeavor covenant or 
pledge is one means of encouraging 
confession of Christ, for it pledges to 
trust Christ for strength to do His will, 
to pray and to read the Word every 
day, to endeavor to lead a Christian life, 
and to be present at every meefing and 
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take part, other than singing. Being 
present and taking part is an open con- 
fession of Christ. Do our group meet- 
ings give that opportunity at frequent 
intervals? Are opportunities‘given fre- 
quently in your meetings for those who 
are not Christians to accept Christ? Are 
your members encouraged to speak to 
others, whenever they have opportunity, 
about accepting Christ? These are ways 
to keep this root of confession of Christ 
healthy and vigorous. 

se 

Service for Christ can be maintained 
in a wide variety of ways. The com- 
mittees in your young people’s organiza- 
tion afford, or should afford, many op- 
portunities for service, such as planning 
of meetings, leading when called upon 
to do so, providing musical or other 
help when asked, visiting absentees and 
the sick and the aged, conducting meet- 
ings in prisons and other institutions, 
scouting for new members, welcoming 
strangers that come in, and the like. 
Every member can find an outlet for 
some ability or talent in one or more 
of the society’s committees and keep 
this root healthy. 

ve 

Loyalty to Christ and the church is an 
essential in your young people’s group, 
for your group is, or should be, an active 
part of an individual church. As such, 
attendance at church services and par- 
ticipation in its activities should be 
maintained and encouraged. All too 
often young people are justly criticized 
because they come out to their young 
people’s meeting and then depart for 
home without attending the church 
service that follows. Your group needs 
the inspiration and instruction and en- 
couragement and support of the church, 
and it owes to the church, in turn, its 
loyalty and devotion expressed in faith- 
ful attendance and support, and in con- 
sistent Christian living. 

But a word of caution is necessary for 
the days in which we live when some 
churches have officially departed from 
the faith once delivered to the saints 
by softening in their stand on the fun- 
damentals of Christian faith, such as 
the deity of Christ, the inspiration of 
the Scriptures, and the like. Be sure 
that the church to which you give your 
loyalty and support is loyal and true 
to Christ and His Word. 

4 

Christian fellowship is an important 
principle of your young people’s group. 
Each of us lives a stronger and more 
effective Christian life if we find our 
friendships and associations with other 
sincere Christians. Young people like 
to be with other young people. If your 
society does not afford opportunities for 
good fellowship and clean fun, then its 
members will find other means of sat- 
isfying this desire. Association with 
unbelievers and indifferent Christians 
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creates problems and difficulties, and all 
too often opens the way for young peo- 
ple to be linked together permanently 
with unbelievers. Let us see to it, then, 
that our society provides all the neces- 
Sary opportunities for wholesome good 
times and a well-balanced program of 
spiritual and wholesome recreational 
activities that will knit your group to- 
gether with Christ as its Head and Sup- 
plier. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Dally Bible Readings on the Internationa! 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoo! Lesson Committee. 


January 27 to February 2 


Mon., Jan: 27.—Luke 4:14-21, 
The Service in the Synagogue. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus returned 
in the power of the Spirit into Galilee 
., . and he taught in their synagogues, 
being glorified of all.” The origin of 
these assembly places of the Jews for 
worship on the Sabbath days was likely 
in the ancient schools of the prophets. In 
some of them the rulers were actually 
hypocrites, but Christ ministered among 
them without hesitation. Their prayers 
and the reading of the Law, together 
with some praise and _ thanksgiving, 
gave Him opportunity to teach them ap- 
pliable truths, to their amazement and 
profit. Pray for more Christlike minis- 
ters in place of formal religionists. 


Tues., Jan. 28.—Heb. 10:19-25. 
i Worship Together. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let us draw 
near with a ‘true heart in full assurance 
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water.” Preparation 
for the worship of our great and holy 
God is always a necessity for the be- 
liever. Never rush into the presence of 
God without conscience cleansing and 
without the pure water of the Word 
making you clean from sinful bodily 
actions. The high priest of Israel] stop- 
ped at the brazen altar and the laver 
of cleansing on his way into the holy 
place. So, Christian, be sure you are 
right with God before you try to pray. 
Pray that you may always observe 1 
Peter 3:12 at prayer. 


Wed. Jan. 29.—Heb. 5:1-6. 
Christ, Our High Priest. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou art a 
priest for ever after the order of Mel- 
chisedec.” This ancient high priest who 
served God back in the days of Abra- 
ham stands out as a type of Christ’s 
high priesthood. Jesus, our High Priest, 
has made full atonement for our sins 
and is ever living to make intercession 
for us (Rev. 5:8; 8:3, with Heb. 7:25). 


. 
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DO YOU HAVE $300, 


or $1,000? 


This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 


Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 


And some tell us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


* * * 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live...in good 
times or bad... regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 
too. 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 8%% depending on their age) 
... plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . they’re 
overjoyed! 

And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 


‘ 
We'll be happy to send you the FREE booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 


a share. 


explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 
the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 








Plan. 


Write: Carl J. Frizen, Stewardship Department 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N, LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 


©) Please send me, without obligation, pouste ptvienps, story of Moody Annuity - 


C) Please send folder, Where There’s a Will, relating to stewardship. 


Dept. S-58-30-4 











Name Age 
Address 
City Zone. State 











He washed our sins away in His most 
precious blood; now He appears before 
the Throne to plead our cause with God. 
Pray for greater appreciation of Christ 
as your High Priest, 


Thurs., Jan. 30.—1 Pet. 2:4-10. 
The Priesthood of Believers. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Built up a spir- 
itual house, an holy priesthood, to offer 
up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to 
God.” Every Christian believer has a 
great priestly ministry to perform. Its 
performance should always be “accept- 
able’ to God by [or through] Jesus 
Christ.” Let all your service be in the 
Spirit. Acceptance by the Lord should 
be your ruling motive. Christian, con- 
sider the amazing privilege that is yours 
for all eternity, and which, alas, many 
will miss (Rev. 20:6), that of a glorious 
priestly service in Heaven. Pray for 
a purposeful heart in your service to 
God, 


Fri., Jan, 31.—2 Cor. 9:6-15. 
The Blessing of Giving. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God is able to 
make all grace abound toward you; ‘that 
ye, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good work.” 
God always provides for the worker 
and for the work centering in His will. 
Spiritual cause and effect operate as 
definitely as do natural cause and effect. 
You can prove this by giving to God. 
(See Luke 6:38 and 2 Cor. 9:6.) Pray 
for more readiness of soul to step out 

upon the promises of God. 


Sat., Feb. 1—Gal. 6:6-10. 
The Fruits of Service. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIoNs: “And let us not 
be weary in well doing: for in due sea- 
son we shall reap, if we faint not.” 
There are multitudes of fruitless pro- 
fessing Christians. They are trees with- 
out fruit and are in’ danger of being 
plucked up and cast into the fire (Matt. 
7:19). Bearing fruits of service unto 
everlasting life is the privilege of every 
born-again person; but it is to be 
deeply feared that few will have fruits 
of service at the time of reckoning. 
Will you? What reasons have you for 
thinking that you will? Pray for an 
awakening to righteousness among the 
people of God. 


Sun., Feb. 2.—2 Cor. 5:11-21. 
The Ministry of Reconciliation. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus 
Christ . . . hath given to us the min- 
istry of reconciliation.” God wants 
to accomplish in others the same ~ 
ministry He has accomplished in us 
—that of the thorough changing of 
souls through the power of the Gos- 
pel. Allowing Him to do this is the 
highest form of service we can have 
in ,this world, (See Dan. 12:2, 3.) 
Pray that you might be useful in 
God’s hands as a winner of souls. 
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